
Racine Zoological Society 
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

                                 reporting on July 2025 
 

Executive Director    
• Submitted several grants and sponsorship packages for the upcoming year   
• Creating solutions to additional fundraising efforts  
• TV appearances 
• Strategic Planning  
• Construction work  
• Capital Campaign work  

 

Membership 
• Total memberships households = 2093 

Attendance for July 2025 
 

July Attendance 2024 – 2025 

 
 

July 2024 July 2025 Variance 
Percent 
change 

Adults 4874 3716 -1158 -23.8% 

Children 3107 2377 -730 -23.5% 

Member Adults 1295 1147 -148 -11.4% 

Member Children 1260 1174 -86 -6.8% 

Child 2 and under 1239 1007 -232 -18.7% 

Seniors 994 751 -243 -24.4% 

Military 648 476 -172 -26.5% 

Education 1422 1781 359 25.2% 

Events 4866 3139 -1727 -35.5% 

Total 19705 15568 -4137 -21% 

 



July Admissions Attendance 2022-2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2025 Attendance by Hour  

 
Education - 9:00AM – 10:00AM 
General Admissions – 10:00AM – 4:00PM 
Events – 5:00PM – 6:00 PM 
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2022 2023 2024 2025
Military 553 680 648 476
Adult 5488 4808 4874 3716
Child 3343 2933 3107 2377
Member Adult 1585 1411 1295 1147
Member Child 1699 1531 1260 1174
2 and Under 1232 1243 1239 1007
Seniors 1012 987 994 751



YEAR TO DATE Attendance 2024-2025 

  YTD 2024 YTD 2025 Variance 
Percent 
Change 

Admissions 45799 34405 -11394 -24.9% 

Education 12090 9844 -2246 -18.6% 

Events 9875 7069 -2806 -28.4% 

Total Attendance 67764 51318 -16446 -24.2% 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

2024 2025
Admissions 45799 34405
Education 12090 9844
Events 9875 7069
Total Attendance 67764 51318
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July 2025 Municipality 
 

Racine County Guests 
53105 99 
53108 44 
53126 103 
53139 13 
53167 0 
53177 131 
53182 62 
53185 62 
53402 1633 
53403 501 
53404 281 
53405 891 
53406 638 

  Total  4458 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Other Municipalities Guests 
Kenosha 1486 

Milwaukee 838 
Wisconsin 

(Excludes Racine, Kenosha & Milwaukee 
Counties) 

911 

Illinois 2185 
Other States 
(Excludes WI & IL) 

913 

Outside US 21 
Total 6354 

 
 GUESTS 

Racine County 4458 
Other Municipalities 6354 
Events & Education (Not 

Collected) 
4756 

Data Not Collected (Admissions) 0 
July Total 15568 

 
 
Operations 

• Guest comparison to last year is down but we are finding this with our counterparts across the 
country 

• Weather was great for both of the Animal Crackers Concerts.  Margarita Fest turned out to be a 
great weather day after a rainy start to the day.   

• The group from Custom Employment Solutions are working on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday the weeks that we have Animal Crackers.  They are very helpful getting tables moved 
and set up for the concerts 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Animal Care 
• Veterinary Updates 

o 1.0 Fossa, Kirindy, monitoring for age related issues    
o 0.1 Amur Tiger, Changbai is recovering well.  Pleural effusion is not likely to resolve long-

term, but she is improving overall!  
o 1.0 Dom. Ferret Linguini is on digestive meds for possible kidney issues.   
o 0.1 Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra, Promise received an injury to her front right leg (flesh 

bite). It is being monitored.  
o African Penguin colony is being treated for Aspergillosis. 
o 3.1 Meerkat have repeatedly tested positive for Coccidia. Treatment continues.  
o 0.2 Red Kangaroos, Gigi and Winnie have cleared quarantine and are on exhibit at 

Walkabout.  
o 30.30 Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches have cleared quarantine and are housed in the Ed. 

Animal area. 
 

• Collection Changes  
o Incoming/Outgoing animals W/O set dates: 

 1.0 White handed Gibbon (spring), “Christopher” as enclosure-mate for 0.1 Robin 
from Birmingham Zoo (“On Hold” for review of 0.1 Robben’s health).  

 1.0 Bearded Emperor Tamarin, Phoenix (housed at San Francisco Zoo) was 
humanely euthanized due to declining health on 7-1-2025. 

 1.1 Bearded Emperor Tamarins, Mattessich and Gianna were donated to Colorado 
Springs Zoo on 7-16-2025 per SSP recommendations.  

 0.1 Emu, Sydney was humanely euthanized due to age related Issues on 7-21-25. 
 

• Staffing/Training   
o Summer staff are hired for the season and to replace other staff that have left to go to 

other AZA facilities  
 

• Other Updates   
o Continuing (0.1), penguin acupuncture session, dog acupuncture (0.1)  
o Continuing frequent blood draw/injection sessions across collection, focused heavily on 

0.2 lions, 0.1 Amur Tiger and 1.0 Masai giraffe. Beginning training for 1.0 Fossa, Kirindy 
and Inti 

o Continuing frequent hoof work and training with 1.1 Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra, 1.0 
Masai giraffe, 1.1 Eastern black rhinos 

o Working on setup for voluntary x-rays with primates  
o Working on voluntary cardiac ultrasound 1.0 Orangutan  
o Have begun formal observations of 1.0 Fossa and 1.1 Orangutan to determine exhibit use 

and behavioral budgets.  
o 0.1 penguin chick named Piper  

 
 
 
 
 



Conservation Education 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Facilities  

• Completed phase one of spider monkey shift door replacement 
• Completed work on Dewey’s fence 
• Fixed rhino shift doors  
• Added door closer on admissions gate 
• General maintenance throughout the entire zoo on various projects  
• Special event set up and take down  
• Working on Tur Mountain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 
 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 
 



Special Events 
July Events  

• Animal Crackers Concert, July 9  
o Location: pavilion and north of pavilion, amphitheater and green space 
o Overview: 38th annual concert series  
o Attendance: 1200 

• WRWPW, July 16 
o Location: LOG 
o Overview: wine and beer tasting 
o Attendance: 60   

• Cigar Dinner, July 17  
o Location: Pavilion and north of pavilion  
o Overview: 30th annual Cigar Dinner  
o Attendance: 130 

• Margarita Fest, July 19  
o Location: pavilion and north of pavilion  
o Overview: annual margarita tasting 
o Attendance: 230  

• Animal Crackers Concert, July 23  
o Location: pavilion and north of pavilion, amphitheater and green space 
o Overview: 38th annual concert series  
o Attendance: 1300 

• Christmas in July, July 26 
o Location: entire zoo campus 
o Overview: family, fun event   
o Attendance: 1000 

 
 
Coming up at the Zoo at a Glance:         

• Animal Crackers, August 6  
• Whiskers and Whiskey, August 15  
• Car, Truck and Bike Show, August 17  
• Animal Crackers, August 20  
• WRWPW, August 27  
•  Zoo Debut, September 6 


