
Racine Zoological Society 
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

                                 reporting on February 2025 
 

Executive Director    
• Submitted several grants and sponsorship packages for the upcoming year   
• Creating solutions to additional fundraising efforts  
• TV appearances 
• Strategic Planning  
• Construction work  
• Capital Campaign work  

 

Membership 
• Total memberships households = 2,017 

Attendance for February 2025 
 

February Attendance 2024 – 2025 
 

  February 2024 February 2025 Variance 
Percent 
change 

Adults 499 126 -373 -74.4% 

Children 186 36 -150 -80.6% 

Member Adults 390 101 -289 -74.1% 

Member Children 338 86 -252 -74.6% 

Child 2 and under 153 29 -124 -81% 

Seniors 84 9 -75 -89.3% 

Military 34 10 -24 -70.6% 

Education 235 171 -64 -27.2% 

Events 482 393 -89 -18.5% 

Total 2401 961 -1440 -60% 

 
 

 

 



 

February Admissions Attendance 2022-2025 

February 2025 Attendance by Hour  

 
Education - 9:00AM – 10:00AM 
General Admissions – 10:00AM – 4:00PM 
Events – 5:00PM – 6:00 PM 
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2022 2023 2024 2025
Military 37 24 34 10
Adult 140 337 499 126
Child 58 146 186 36
Member Adult 146 245 390 101
Member Child 123 189 338 86
2 and Under 25 72 153 29
Seniors 38 45 84 9



YEAR TO DATE Attendance 2024-2025 

 

  YTD 2024 YTD 2025 Variance 
Percent 
Change 

Admissions 2035 695 -1340 -65.8% 

Education 406 576 170 41.9% 

Events 1068 569 -499 -46.7% 

Total Attendance 3509 1840 -1669 -47.6% 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

2024 2025
Admissions 2035 695
Education 406 576
Events 1068 569
Total Attendance 3509 1840
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February 2025 Municipality 
 
 

Racine County Guests 
53105 0 
53108 0 
53126 6 
53139 0 
53167 0 
53177 16 
53182 2 
53185 2 
53402 128 
53403 28 
53404 5 
53405 26 
53406 27 

  Total  240 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 Other Municipalities Guests 
Kenosha 66 

Milwaukee 22 
Wisconsin 

(Excludes Racine, Kenosha & Milwaukee 
Counties) 

47 

Illinois 116 
Other States 
(Excludes WI & IL) 

55 

Outside US 1 
Total 307 

 
 GUESTS 

Racine County 240 
Other Municipalities 307 
Events & Education (Not 

Collected) 
414 

Data Not Collected (Admissions) 0 
February Total 961 

 
 
Operations 

• Fewer guests this month as the weather was terrible 
• Some of our vendors have let us know that they will be adding a charge to cover any of their 

extra expenses, so we ordered early to avoid this  
• Winter Picnics ended on February 23.  Globes in December sold better than those in January and 

February this year for some reason.   
• Starting preparations for high season!  

 
 
 
 
 



Animal Care 
• Veterinary Updates 

o 1.0 Fossa, Kirindy, monitoring for age related issues    
o 0.1 Amur Tiger, Changbai is recovering well.  Pleural effusion is not likely to resolve long-

term, but she is improving overall!  
o 0.1 Penguin, Yellow, is receiving a prosthetic beak to replace the end of her upper beak, 

which was lost in November 2024 
o 1.0 Dom. Ferret Fettuccine is receiving an ultrasound for liver and spleen concerns.  
o 1.0 Dom. Ferret Linguini is on digestive meds for possible kidney issues.   

 
• Collection Changes  

o Will receive 3.1 from the SSP (3.0 from Henry Vilas, 0.1 from another location) Awaiting 
SSP interim recommendation.  USF&W permit request submitted  

o Incoming animals without set dates: 
 1.0 White handed Gibbon (spring), “Christopher” as enclosure-mate for 0.1 Robin 

from Birmingham Zoo  
 0.2 Red Kangaroos (spring), “Gigi” and “Kathleen” from Riverbanks Zoo, Columbia 

SC  
 20.30 Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches  
 Completed Negotiations/discussion to obtain 0.1 Hoffman’s 2-toed Sloth born at 

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo. On Loan to CMZ UFN. 
 

• Staffing/Training   
o Animal Care Staff re-started cross training on routines to continue to improve knowledge 

and diversity of skills across the department.  
 

• Other Updates   
o Continuing (0.1), penguin acupuncture session, dog acupuncture (0.1)  
o Continuing frequent blood draw/injection sessions across collection, focused heavily on 

0.2 lions, 0.1 Amur Tiger and 1.0 Masai giraffe. Beginning training for 1.0 Fossa, Kirindy 
and Inti 

o Continuing frequent hoof work and training with 1.1 Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra, 1.0 
Masai giraffe, 1.1 Eastern black rhinos 

o Working on setup for voluntary x-rays with primates  
o Working on voluntary cardiac ultrasound 1.0 Orangutan  
o Have begun formal observations of 1.0 Fossa and 1.1 Orangutan to determine exhibit use 

and behavioral budgets.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Conservation Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Facilities  
• Added WIFI antennas to primate keeper areas 
• Installed new hose reels to catwalk by lions  
• Finished work for fence/lock upgrades in bears 
• Added WIFI antennas to lion keeper areas 
• Added outside camera to tiger exhibit  
• Replaced light fixtures and ballasts in animal education area  
• Fixed one heater in rhino holding  
• Had all drained rodded out on the north end  
• General maintenance throughout the entire zoo on various projects  
• Special event set up and take down  
• Started work on Tur Mountain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 

 



 
 



 

 



 
 
Special Events 
February Events  

• Winter Picnic in a Snow Globe—continues through February 23  
o Location: pathway between jungle junction and the grill  
o Overview: Winter picnics for all ages  
o Attendance: 20 globes booked   

• Animal Amore, February 14  
o Location: Castle  
o Overview: Valentine’s Day Dinner  
o Attendance: 60  

 
 
Coming up at the Zoo at a Glance:         

• Call Me Old Fashioned, March 26 
• Wild for Wine, April 12  
• Eggstravaganza, April 19  
• Mother’s Day Brunch, May 11  
• Bloody Mary Fest, May 17 
• Member Appreciation Night, May 22   


