
Racine Zoological Society  
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

  April 2019 (reporting on March 2019) 
 

Executive Director    
• Submitted several grants and sponsorship packages  
• Evaluating all current vendors  
• Strategic planning  
• TV appearances   
• Investigating a new festival with an outside vendor for fall  

 

Membership 
• Total memberships households = 2,042 

 

Attendance for March 2019 
 

 

 March 2018  March 2019 Variance 
Percent 
change 

Adults 1422 879 -543 -38% 

Children 870 640 -230 -26% 

Member Adults 717 457 -260 -36% 
Member 
Children 752 442 -310 -41% 
Child 2 and 
under 337 233 -104 -31% 

Seniors 123 89 -34 -28% 

Military 32 75 43 134% 

Education 331 278 -53 -16% 

Events 60 56 -4 -7% 

Total 4644 3149 -1495 -32% 
 

 

 



March 2019 Attendance By Hour 
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March Member Municipality 

 

 

 
 
 
 

March Non-Member Municipality 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Admissions, Gift Shop, Grill, Watering Hole, Train (Operations)  

 
• Contacted Vendors for New items 
• Received new fixtures and started Reorganization 
• New Items started to Arrive 

 
 
 

53405 389 
53404 276 
53402 184 
Other 50 

53144 276 
53140 212 
53142 179 
53405 326 
53404 289 
53402 314 
53108 102 
Illinois 864 
Other 587 



Animal Care 
• Animal info/moves:  

o Crackers (l. gecko) and Amut (gator) back on programs 
o Gigi (amazon tree boa) lack of appetite and shedding issues examination and treatment 
o Bella (Tamarin infant) still receiving feedings from keepers a few times a day, doing well, 

eating some solid foods and locomoting around exhibit and to surrogate for feedings 
well.   
 

• Vet exams:   
o Bat wing tip amputation (Twizzler) 
o Pig exams 
o All Bat exams (11) and discovery center animal exams 

 
• Deaths:  

o N/A 
 

• Staff 
o N/A 

 
• Miscellaneous 

o Treatment for pests in bat exhibit in discovery center 
o All discovery center areas cleaned out, including MOD unit and substrates replaced 
o Animal artwork made and sent to Chicago flower and garden show 
o Winos for Rhinos event-Sam presentation 
o Behind the scenes tours, including the one with about 20 people 
o Penguin gender reveal and naming, (Female, Harper) 
o Harper (Penguin chick) eating some on own and with keeper assistance 
o Tamarin birth/news announcement 
o Racine & Me Media-Paul with Minnie the skunk 
o Wildlife matters articles published 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Education 
• Educational Programs 

o Birthdays – 2 
 Reached 65  people 

o Offsite Programs – 32 
 Reached 3,070 people 

o Onsite Programs – 2 
 Reached 38 people 

o Wildlife Explorers -9 
 Reached 179 people 

o Preschool – 7 
 Reached 59 people 

o Behind the Scenes - 5 
 Reached 30 people 

o Totals: Reached 3,441 people 
 

• Events 
o March 2 – Assisted in setup for Winos for Rhinos 
o March 4 – Spoke at UW-Madison Careers in Zoology event 
o March 5 – Attended Americorps Grant Writing Workshop 
o March 5 – Attended Color for a Cause Fundraiser 
o March 16 – Participated in EcoFest 
o March 20-25 – Brought animals and did 3-4 daily shows at Chicago Flower and Garden 

Show 
o March 27 – Spoke at Union Grove High School Career Panel 
o March 28 – Participated in Boy Scout Fair 
o March 29 – Participated in Red Apple Elementary STEAM Options Program 

 
• Grants and Proposals 

o Submitted Grant for Senior Programming 
o Submitted Proposal for SOUP Fundraiser 
o Letter of Intent to ANDIS Foundation Accepted; Writing full proposal 
o Beginning to Write Grant for full Americorps funding 
o Submitted application to Network for Good grant fund 
o Submitted application for IMLS Funding 
o Submitted proposal to County of Racine 

 
• Other 

o Relaunched Scout Programs 
o Launched registration for new Lil’ Adventurers class for ages 4-7, similar to Lil’ Explorers 
o Launched new “Volunteen Summer Camp Assistants” role for teens 13-18 
o Currently hiring summer camp counselors 

 
 
 



Upcoming 

o Relaunch of behind the scenes programs 
o New programming for children with special needs  

 
Comparison to March 2018 - programs and participants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facilities 
• Daily janitorial duties 
• Set up and tear down for special events 
• Was able to do some mulching of leaves and general beautification of grounds 
• Built and installed 24 ft of shelfs in storage trailer for special events 
• Installed new thermostat in bear building 
• Repaired small heater in bear building 
• Built temporary bat holding in quarantine area so discovery center could be de-roached 
• Had 2 new circuit boards replaced on Walton street gate 
• Got budget drawings back from Bukacek construction waiting for bid numbers 
• Met with bohm electric about install foyer lights in main building and install 4 outlets in facilities 
• Roof repairs were made to LOG roof above Timu small stall 
• Made numerous times with clear com and AT&T trying to repair phone lines in gift store 
• Put new catalytic converter on old education van……still trying to get it to pass emissions…… 
• Patched holes and repainted ladies restroom in main building 
• Preventative maintenance 
• Job tickets (repair rake, fix fence,  etc…) 
•  

Resource Development 
• Submitted grant reports  
• Submitted grants for operating support of the Zoo  

 

   
 

Participants  2018 2019 Variance 
On Site 20 38 +90.0% 
Off Site 475 3,070 +546.3% 
BTS 0 30 +100.0% 
Birthday Party 65 65 +0.0% 
Preschool 0 59 +100.0% 

 
   

Programs 2018 2019 Variance  
On Site 1 2 +100.0% 
Off Site 6 32 +433.3% 
BTS 0 5 +100.0% 
Birthday Party 3 2 -50.0% 
Preschool 0 7 +0.0% 

 
   

    



 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



March Events: 
• Saturday, March 2: Winos for Rhinos  

o Location: Vanishing Kingdom 
o Time: 6-9pm 
o Event Overview: Winos for Rhinos 
o Attendance: 60 

            
 

• Wednesday, March 20 through Sunday, March 24 – Chicago Flower & Garden Show 
o Location: Navy Pier - Chicago 
o Time: 3.20.19 through 3.23.19 10am – 8pm; 3.24.19 10am-6pm 
o Event Overview: Chicago Flower & Garden Show 

  
 
Tasks completed: 

• Relocated all event totes to trailer 
• Cleaned and stocked the Watering Hole to get ready for season 
• Preparing for Eggstravaganza, Member Appreciation Night, Bloody Mary Fest 
• Consultations with companies for picnics.  
• Consultations with Brides regarding weddings.  

 
 

 

 



Coming up at the Zoo at a Glance:     

• Saturday, April 20: Eggstravaganza 9am-4:30pm 
• Saturday, April 27: Zooriffic Saturday-Party for the planet 9am-4:30pm 
• Saturday, May 11: Wild 5k Run/walk 7am-9am 
• Saturday, May 11: Zooriffic Saturday International Kangaroo Care Awareness Day 9am-6pm 
• Sunday, May 12: Mother’s Day Brunch 11am-12:30pm 
• Saturday, May 18: Zooriffic Saturday Endangered Species Day 9am-6pm 
• Thursday, May 23: Member Appreciation Night 6pm-9pm 
• Saturday, June 1: Zooriffic Saturday Bat Apppreciation Day 9am-6pm 
• Saturday, June 1: Tea with Turs 11am- 12:30pm  
• Wednesday, June 5: World Wine Wednesday 6pm-8pm 
• Friday, June 7: Ryshkus/Gasparo Rehearsal TBD time 
• Saturday, June 8: Ryshkus/Gasparo Wedding 9am-5pm 
• Saturday, June 8: Bloody Mary Contest 10am-2pm 
• Sunday, June 9: Paules Wedding 11am-1pm 
• Friday, June 14: Wilcox Wedding TBD time 
• Sunday, June 16: Father’s Day Putt Putt Golf Tournament 11am-2pm 
• Wednesday,  June 19: Rour & Pour 6pm-9pm 
• Saturday, June 22: Zooriffic Saturday world Giraffe Day 9am-6pm 
• Saturday, June 22:  Mandi & Paul Wedding TBD Time 
• Sunday, June 23: Kenosha Kingfish Fundraising Game 1:05pm game 
• Saturday, June 29: Wine, Stein & Dine 6pm-9pm 
• Saturday, July 6: Christmas in July 9am-4:30pm 
• Wednesday, July 10: Animal Crackers Concert—Chicago Tribute Anthology  5:30-9:30pm 
• Saturday, July 13: Macphail Reception 12-4pm 
• Sunday, July 14: CNH Company Picnic 11am-4pm 
• Wednesday, July 17: World Wine Wednesday 6pm-8pm 
• Thursday, July 18: Cigar Dinner 5pm-10pm 
• Saturday, July 20: Zooriffic Saturday Zookeeper Day 9am-6pm 
• Wednesday, July 24: Animal Crackers Concert—Lin Rountree 5:30pm-9:30pm 
• Saturday, July 27: International Tiger Day 9am-6pm 
• Wednesday, July 31: Roar & Pour 6pm-8pm 
• Wednesday, August 7: Animal Crackers Concert – Jazmin Ghent 5:30pm-9:30pm 
• Saturday, August 10: Zooriffic Saturday World Lion Day 9am-6pm 
• Wednesday, August 14: World Wine Wednesday 6pm-8pm 
• Saturday, August 17: Zooriffic Saturday Reptile & Amphibian Awareness Day 9am-6pm 
• Sunday, August 18: 24th Annual Car, Truck & Bike Show 9am-4pm 
• Wednesday, August 21: Animal Crackers Concert – Nick Colionne 5:30-9:30pm 
• Saturday, August 24: Whiskers and Whiskey 6pm-9pm 
• Wednesday, August 28: Roar & Pour 6pm-8pm 
• Saturday, September 7: Zoo Debut 5pm-11pm 
• Saturday, September 14: Brewfest 1pm-6:30pm 
• Wednesday, September 18: World Roar Wine Pour Wednesday 6pm-8pm 
• Thursday, September 19: Harborfest 3pm-8pm 
• Saturday, September 28: Schwingle/Kratz Wedding 12pm-8pm 


