
Racine Zoological Society 
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

                                 reporting on June 2024 
 

Executive Director    
• Submitted several grants and sponsorship packages for the upcoming year   
• Creating solutions to additional fundraising efforts  
• TV appearances 
• Strategic Planning  
• Construction work  
• Capital Campaign work  

 

Membership 
• Total memberships households = 2,294 

Attendance for June 2024 
 

June Attendance 2023 – 2024 

 
 

June 2023 June 2024 Variance 
Percent 
change 

Adults 4081 3974 -107 -2.6% 

Children 2377 2188 -189 -8% 

Member Adults 1251 1265 14 1.1% 

Member Children 1171 1300 129 11% 

Child 2 and under 1110 1064 -46 -4.1% 

Seniors 740 663 -77 -10.4% 

Military 545 474 -71 -13% 

Education 2595 2315 -280 -10.8% 

Events 1177 1858 681 57.9% 

Total 15047 15101 54 0.4% 

 



June Admissions Attendance 2021-2024 

 

June 2024 Attendance by Hour  

 
Education - 9:00AM – 10:00AM 
General Admissions – 10:00AM – 5:00PM 
Events – 5:00PM – 6:00 PM 
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2021 2022 2023 2024
Military 561 439 545 474
Adult 6013 4474 4081 3974
Child 3372 2409 2377 2188
Member Adult 1688 1322 1251 1265
Member Child 1674 1364 1171 1300
2 and Under 1378 1028 1110 1064
Seniors 912 591 740 663



 

YEAR TO DATE Attendance 2023-2024 

 

 
 

YTD 2023 YTD 2024 Variance 
Percent 
Change 

Admissions 31357 32382 1025 3.3% 

Education 9595 10592 997 10.4% 

Events 3458 5009 1551 44.9% 

Total Attendance 44410 47983 3573 8% 

 

 

 
 

2023 2024
Admissions 31357 32382
Education 9595 10592
Events 3458 5009
Total Attendance 44410 47983
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June 2024 Municipality 

 

Racine County Guests 
53105 120 
53108 29 
53126                         122 
53139 28 
53167 1 
53177 133 
53182 94 
53185 59 
53402 1385 
53403 646 
53404 373 
53405 715 
53406 671 

  Total  4376 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Other Municipalities Guests 
Kenosha 1650 

Milwaukee 1001 
Wisconsin 

(Excludes Racine, Kenosha & Milwaukee 
Counties) 

905 

Illinois 2225 
Other States 
(Excludes WI & IL) 

711 

Outside US 43 
Total 6535 

 

 GUESTS 
Racine County 4376 

Other Municipalities 6535 
Events & Education (Not 

Collected) 
4173 

Data Not Collected (Admissions) 17 
June Total 15101 

 
Operations 

• June’s attendance numbers for events has increased over last year.   
• Zip code collection for admissions is going well using the new POS system 
• The Grill is providing all food for Music at the Zoo and will pick up the void left by Piggly Wiggly 

when they left after closing store on Washington 
• Training new staff for high season 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Animal Care 
• Veterinary Updates 

o 1.0 Fossa Kirindy is being treated for “digestive” issues, and labored breathing. Severe 
osteoarthritis in spine. SSP has been notified of issues, and placement of additional 
animals is possible if required. He is being monitored for quality-of-life concerns.  

o 1.0 Lar Gibbon, Yule is being monitored and treated for body tremors and neurological 
issues likely associated with age.  

o 1.0 Bearded Dragon, Norbert is being treated for a jaw abscess and eye infection.  
o 1.0 Masai Giraffe, Mac is being monitored and treated for lameness. 
o 1.0 Spider Monkey, Kramer has been diagnosed with an oral tumor. This is likely terminal, 

with life expectancy between 1 and 7 months. Being treated with steroids to reduce 
swelling and slow growth. Has responded well to steroid treatments. 

o 1.0 Sun Bear, Fong, possible spleen tumors found.  Consulting with radiologists to 
determine official diagnosis and prognosis/treatment.  Will schedule ultrasound and 
possible fine-needle aspirate. 

o 0.0.2 Bearded Dragons are in quarantine 
o 0.1 Linne’s 2 toed sloth, “Missy” cleared quarantine and is awaiting exhibit repairs before 

transferring to new enclosure. 
o 1.0 Andean Bear, “Inti” cleared quarantine and is on exhibit. 
o 0.1 Sulcata tortoise, Dewey is laying (infertile) eggs. We are monitoring her closely  
o All farmyard animals received their routine physicals 

 
• Collection Changes  

o 0.4 Meerkat (Date not set, international transport)  
 

• Staffing/Training   
o Animal Care Staff re-started cross training on routines to continue to improve knowledge 

and diversity of skills across the department.  
o Racine Zoo hosted a “Rhino Symposium” and received training for improved care of 1.1 

Eastern Black Rhino residents.  
 

• Other Updates   
o Continuing (0.1), penguin acupuncture sessions (2.1), giraffe laser sessions (1.0), dog 

acupuncture (0.1)  
o Continuing frequent blood draw/injection sessions across collection, focused heavily on 

0.2 lions, 0.1 Amur Tiger and 1.0 Masai giraffe. Beginning training for 1.0 Fossa, Kirindy.  
o Continuing frequent hoof work and training with 2.1 Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra, 2.0 

Masai giraffes, 1.1 Eastern black rhinos  
o Working on setup for voluntary x-rays with primates  
o Working on voluntary cardiac ultrasound 1.0 Orangutan • Have begun formal 

observations of 1.0 Fossa and 1.1 Orangutan to determine exhibit use and behavioral 
budgets.  

o Staff are continuing to participate in the AZA/American Institute of Rhinoscerous Study’s 
information collection process. Racine Zoo’s resident information can now be utilized in 
this worldwide study. Saving Rhinos with Science (aza.org). 1.1 Hartmann’s Mountain 
Zebra Promise and Obi are being introduced in preparation for possible breeding.  

o Animal Care staff are reviewing a proposal to join an existing study looking into the 
possible effects of birth control application in Emperor Tamarins. 



Conservation Education 

Program Title # of Programs Reach  Notes 
On-Campus Programs 14 711 590 interactions 
Off-Campus Programs 3 380  
After School Program (Off-Campus) 2 58  
COZI Program (Off-Campus) 0 0  
On-Campus Birthday 3 110 40 interactions 
Off-Campus Birthday 2 55  
Slumber Safari 1 24  
Virtual Programs 0 0  
Preschool Programs 0 0  
BTS Encounter 0 0  
BTS Tour 4 84 Rhino, Tortoise; Platinum Adventures; Wedding 
Wildlife Explorers 0 0  
AmeriCorps    
        Onsite 0 0  
        Offsite 0 0  
Globes 0 0  
Scout Programs 0 0  
Senior Safari 0 0  
Creature Feature 30 966  
Wildlife Theater 57 1025  
Zoo Camp (Spring and Summer) 8 98  
Subtotal 124 3511  
Other Events 5 335   
TOTAL 129 3846   

   
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    



    
Other Events 

Date Event 
4-Jun Volunteer Management Committee AZA Virtual Meeting - Cassie 

6/5/2024 Racine and Me - Abby and Cheese 
8-Jun Zoorific Saturday - Penguins: 112 interactions 

11-Jun Platinum Adventures group at the zoo 
13-Jun Camp Counselor training June 13-14 
15-Jun Volunteen Camp Training: 14 participants 
22-Jun Wedding animal encounter - giraffes: 2 participants 
24-Jun Volunteen Camp Training: 8 participants 
24-Jun CBS 58 - Abby and Crackers 
29-Jun Breakfast with Giraffes: ~51 participants 
29-Jun Zoorific Saturday - Rhinos: ~150 participants 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Grants and Proposals 
ZAP    Last programs were taught earlier this month; final report being submitted 

in July; received funding for next year and hired Kylie and Jonathan as the 
manager and evaluator, respectively 

 
 

Party for the Planet    Pollinator garden signs were designed and ordered; new plants put in 
pollinator garden; signs to be installed later in July 

 
 

Compared to 2023 
Participants 2024 2023 Variance 
On Campus 711 848 -16.16% 
Off Campus 438 1000 -56.20% 
BTS 84 5 1580.00% 
Birthday Party 165 280 -41.07% 
Preschool 0 49 -100.00% 
AmeriCorps 0 0 0.00% 
Virtual Programs 0 0 0.00% 

    
Programs 2024 2023 Variance 
        
On Campus 14 16 -12.50% 
Off Campus 5 15 -66.67% 
BTS 4 1 300.00% 
Birthday Party 5 9 -44.44% 
Preschool 0 4 -100.00% 
AmeriCorps 0 0 0.00% 
Virtual Programs 0 0 0.00% 



 
Facilities  

• Installation of air conditioning units for primates is completed 
• Started shift tunnel for primates  
• Statewide completed installation of the roof on the arctic fox exhibit  
• Added river rock, patio block and concrete by all outside fencing 
• Installed management security padlock on outside gate  
• Redid the shift door to exhibit from outside holding to yard for bears 
• Work on capital projects for electrical and iron work  
• Received and installing filters for the penguin exhibit  
• Installed cameras at bear and orangutan exhibits   
• Installing loop detector for Walton gate 
• General maintenance throughout the entire zoo on various projects  
• Mowing!  
• Special event set up and take down  

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 



Special Events 
June Events  

• June 17—A Round for Rhinos 
o Location: Meadowbrook Country Club  
o Overview: Zoo’s annual golf tournament  
o Attendance: 80 

 
• Jue 19—World Roar Wine Pour Wednesday  

o Location: Walkabout Creek 
o Overview: Wine and beer tasting  
o Attendance: 70 

 
• June 22—Wedding 

o Location: Pavilion 
o Overview: wedding ceremony and reception  
o Attendance: 210  

 
• June 26—Music at the Zoo   

o Location: Amphitheater/hillside/pavilion 
o Overview:  Dancing Queen/ABBA concert 
o Attendance: 1410 

 
• June 29—Breakfast with the Giraffes 

o Location: Pavilion  
o Overview: Breakfast and giraffe feeding  
o Attendance: 51  

 
Coming up at the Zoo at a Glance:       

• July 1—Milkmen Baseball Game  
• July 6—Margarita Fest  
• July 10—Animal Crackers Concert  
• July 17—Music at the Zoo Concert  
• July 18—Cigar Dinner  
• July 20—Christmas in July  
• July 24—Animal Crackers  
• July 28—Breakfast with the Giraffes  
• July 31—Music at the Zoo Concert  
• August 3—Cardboard Boat Race  
• August 7—Animal Crackers Concert  
• August 10—Breakfast with the Giraffes  
• August 14—Music at the Zoo Concert  
• August 18—Car Show  
• August 21—Animal Crackers Concert  
• August 24—Whiskers and Whiskey 
• August 28—World Roar Wine Pour Wednesday 
• September 7—Zoo Debut: Enchanted Forest  


