
Racine Zoological Society 
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

                                 reporting on May 2025 
 

Executive Director    
• Submitted several grants and sponsorship packages for the upcoming year   
• Creating solutions to additional fundraising efforts  
• TV appearances 
• Strategic Planning  
• Construction work  
• Capital Campaign work  

 

Membership 
• Total memberships households = 2036 

Attendance for May 2025 
 

May Attendance 2024 – 2025 

 
 

  May 2024 May 2025 Variance 
Percent 
change 

Adults 3392 2601 -791 -23.3% 

Children 1419 1041 -378 -26.6% 

Member Adults 1109 759 -350 -31.56% 

Member Children 987 524 -463 -46.9% 

Child 2 and under 946 635 -311 -32.88% 

Seniors 459 327 -132 -28.76% 

Military 297 290 -7 -2.36% 

Education 5352 4015 -1337 -24.98% 

Events 1860 1760 -100 -5.38% 

To 15821 11952 -3869 -24.45% 

 
 

 



May Admissions Attendance 2022-2025 

May 2025 Attendance by Hour  

 
Education - 9:00AM – 10:00AM 
General Admissions – 10:00AM – 4:00PM 
Events – 5:00PM – 6:00 PM 
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2022 2023 2024 2025
Military 373 268 297 290
Adult 3231 3253 3392 2601
Child 1460 1326 1419 1041
Member Adult 1065 1025 1109 759
Member Child 1022 942 987 524
2 and Under 882 880 946 635
Seniors 317 356 459 327



 

YEAR TO DATE Attendance 2024-2025 

 

  YTD 2024 YTD 2025 Variance 
Percent 
Change 

Admissions 21454 15233 -6221 -29% 

Education 8353 5883 -2470 -29.6% 

Events 3151 2619 -532 -16.9% 

Total Attendance 32958 23735 -9223 -28% 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

2024 2025
Admissions 21454 15233
Education 8353 5883
Events 3151 2619
Total Attendance 32958 23735
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May 2025 Municipality 
 

Racine County Guests 
53105 228 
53108 30 
53126 118 
53139 66 
53167 14 
53177 130 
53182 106 
53185 90 
53402 1876 
53403 824 
53404 520 
53405 944 
53406 782 

  Total  5728 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Other Municipalities Guests 
Kenosha 2156 

Milwaukee 1244 
Wisconsin 

(Excludes Racine, Kenosha & Milwaukee 
Counties) 

1266 

Illinois 2792 
Other States 
(Excludes WI & IL) 

430 

Outside US 26 
Total 7914 

 
 GUESTS 

Racine County 5728 
Other Municipalities 7914 
Events & Education (Not 

Collected) 
5775 

Data Not Collected (Admissions) 4318 
May Total 23735 

 
 
 
Operations 

• Guest attendance continues to decline and that is blamed both on weather and the economy, 
plus it does not help that our giraffe, Shaq, is not out yet.  

• Mother’s Day Brunch was a huge success this year and continues to grow in attendance 
• Hired staff from hiring fair are working out great! 
• High season is upon us!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Animal Care 
• Veterinary Updates 

o 1.0 Fossa, Kirindy, monitoring for age related issues    
o 0.1 Amur Tiger, Changbai is recovering well.  Pleural effusion is not likely to resolve long-

term, but she is improving overall!  
o 1.0 Dom. Ferret Linguini is on digestive meds for possible kidney issues.   
o 1.0 Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra foal is doing well and has been introduced to the exhibit 

with 0.1 Promise  
 

• Collection Changes  
o Will receive 3.1 from the SSP (3.0 from Henry Vilas, 0.1 from another location) on June 5 
o 0.0.1 African Penguin chick hatched 5-3-25.  
o 0.2 Red Kangaroos, Gigi and Winnie are set to arrive mid-June.  
o 30.30 Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches are set to arrive mid-June. 
o Incoming animals without set dates: 

 1.0 White handed Gibbon (spring), “Christopher” as enclosure-mate for 0.1 Robin 
from Birmingham Zoo  

 
• Staffing/Training   

o Animal Care Staff re-started cross training on routines to continue to improve knowledge 
and diversity of skills across the department.  

o Animal Care has registered two keepers to participate in the Rhino Conference in May 
 

• Other Updates   
o Continuing (0.1), penguin acupuncture session, dog acupuncture (0.1)  
o Continuing frequent blood draw/injection sessions across collection, focused heavily on 

0.2 lions, 0.1 Amur Tiger and 1.0 Masai giraffe. Beginning training for 1.0 Fossa, Kirindy 
and Inti 

o Continuing frequent hoof work and training with 1.1 Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra, 1.0 
Masai giraffe, 1.1 Eastern black rhinos 

o Working on setup for voluntary x-rays with primates  
o Working on voluntary cardiac ultrasound 1.0 Orangutan  
o Have begun formal observations of 1.0 Fossa and 1.1 Orangutan to determine exhibit use 

and behavioral budgets.  
o Racine Zoo has contracted (gratis) with WisCon Safety, to assist in evaluating the zoo’s 

safety protocols and overall grounds. Will be onsite in July. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Conservation Education 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Facilities  

• Finished set up of Dewey’s yard  
• Added a timer to the UV lights to the inside gibbon enclosure 
• Cleared fallen trees from the north end of zoo  
• 12 trees damaged from the storm, cut and cleared these 
• Getting multiple fences fixed due to storm 
• Replacing damaged scrim on fences due to storm 
• Card access being installed at Augusta gate 
• Ongoing mountain work  
• Card access installed at giftshop entrance, main gate and Goold gate  
• Emergency key lock on Walton gate  
• General maintenance throughout the entire zoo on various projects  
• Special event set up and take down  
• Working on Tur Mountain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 

 



 
 





 
 



 
 



 
 



 
Special Events 
May Events  

• Mother’s Day Brunch, May 11 
o Location: pavilion and north of pavilion  
o Overview: Brunch 
o Attendance: 140 

• Bloody Mary Fest, May 17  
o Location: pavilion and north of pavilion 
o Overview: bloody mary tasting with competitors   
o Attendance: 200   

• Member Appreciation Night May 22 
o Location: zoo campus  
o Overview: thank you night for members of the zoo 
o Attendance: 1200 

 
 
Coming up at the Zoo at a Glance:         

• Breakfast with Giraffes, June 7  
• WRWPW, June 18  
• A Round for Rhinos, June 23  
• Music at the Zoo Concert, CTA, June 25  
• Chronicles at the Zoo, June 28  


