
Racine Zoological Society 

Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

                                 reporting on September 2021 
 

Executive Director    
• Very busy with increased guests coming through the gate 

• Submitted several grants and sponsorship packages for the upcoming year   

• Creating solutions to additional fundraising efforts  

• TV appearances 

• Strategic Planning  
 

Membership 
• Total memberships households = 2,780 

Attendance for September 2021 
 

  September 2020 September 2021 Variance 
Percent 
change 

Adults 2638 3083 445 17% 

Children 1412 1507 95 7% 

Member Adults 839 894 55 7% 

Member 
Children 697 718 21 3% 

Child 2 and 
under 734 862 128 17% 

Seniors 333 533 200 60% 

Military 288 273 -15 -5% 

Education 77 - - - 

Events 894 1741 847 95% 

Total 7912 9611 1699 21% 

 

 

 

 

 



September 2021 Attendance by hour 

 

September Monthly Attendance 2018-2021 
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Military 165 219 288 273

Adult 2534 2475 2638 3083

Child 1131 987 1412 1507

Member Adult 734 912 839 894

Member Child 681 741 697 718

2 and Under 703 661 734 862

Seniors 406 439 333 533



September Member Municipality 

53402- 533 

53108- 122 

53406- 320 

53405- 124 

53126- 35  

53177- 55 

53404- 60 

53139 - 18 

Milwaukee - 44 

Kenosha – 151 

Illinois - 150 

September Non-Member Municipality 

53403- 222 

53177- 44 

53402- 1022 

53406- 224 

53126- 111 

53405- 519 

53185- 33 

53404- 411 

Illinois - 485 

Milwaukee - 891 

Kenosha – 790 

Other - 1506 

 
 



Operations 
• Lots of places are having shipping delays 

• Items that I can get in stock are selling great 

• Experiencing staffing shortages 

• Get Staffing and Schedule ready for Halloween Glow 
 

Animal Care 
• Veterinary Updates 

o 1.0 Spider monkey eye biopsy followed next day by emergency enucleation surgery; 
healing well 

o 1.0 Masai giraffe monitored and treated after consuming foreign body 
o 0.1 African penguin ongoing monitoring and exams for progressing arthritis due to old age 
o 1.0 African penguin 2021 chick initial assessment for severe spinal abnormality 
o 1.0 Andean bear sedation exam and recheck/biopsy for skin cancer 
o 1.0 Bearded dragon recheck for jaw issues 
o 0.1 Leopard gecko ongoing diet changes and monitoring due to weight loss 
o 1.0 Laughing kookaburra assessment and beak trim 
o 2.0 Long-tailed chinchilla annual exams 
o 1.0 Sudan plated lizard annual exam 
o 1.0 Prehensile-tailed skink annual exam 
o 0.1 Tenrec annual exam 
o 1.0 Meerkat sedation recheck exam 
o Continue 0.1 eastern black rhino progesterone analysis; did voluntary ultrasound 

 

• Collection Changes 

o 0.0.1 Eastern tiger salamander deaccessioned  
o 0.1 Eastern tiger salamander passed away 

 

• Other Updates 

o First successful voluntary injection with 1.0 Andean bear 
o Working with 0.1 Amur tiger on voluntary blood draw and weight; successful weight 
o Working with 1.0 Fossa on voluntary injections 
o Working with 2.0 Masai giraffe and 1.1 Hartmann’s mountain zebra on voluntary 

hoofwork 
o Working on setup for voluntary xrays with primates 
o Some seasonal animal moves have begun 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Education 
• Educational Programs  

• Onsite Programs – 2  
▪ Reached 128 people  

• Offsite Programs – 4  
▪ Reached 29 people  

• Onsite Birthdays –9  
▪ Reached 272 people  

• Offsite Birthdays – 1  
▪ Reached 30 people  

• Virtual Programs - 1  
▪ Reached 27 people  

• Preschool Programs – 6  
▪ Reached 66 people  

• BTS Encounters – 2 
▪ Reached 12 people  

 
• Total: Reached 564 people 

 

• Other Events 

o September 4 – Coordinated and ran Reptile and Amphibian Awareness Day 
o September 9 – Participated in ACE for Wildlife Operations Committee Meeting 
o September 11 – Ran beach clean-up in partnership with AmeriCorps National Day of 

Service and Alliance for the Great Lakes Adopt-a-Beach events 
o September 11 – Assisted in and brought animal greeters to Zoo Debut 
o September 27 – Brought animal for CBS 58 media appearance 
o September 29 – Brought animal for Racine and Me media appearance 

 

• Grants and Proposals 

o Received 2021-22 AmeriCorps Grant and funding at national level 
o Submitted grant proposal for Zoo and Aquarium Hazard Preparedness Capacity Building 

Funding through AZA 
o Received large grant award from Advancing Conservation through Empathy for Wildlife 

Network 
o Working on proposals to Racine Community Foundation, AmeriCorps, State of Wisconsin 

Workforce Development, United Way, ACE for Wildlife Network, Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums and the Institute for Museum and Library Studies to be submitted in October 
and November 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Comparison to September 2021 - programs and participants 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Participants  2020 2021 Variance 

On Site 40 128 +220.0% 

Off Site 140 29 -79.3% 

BTS 0 12 +100.0% 

Birthday Party 92 302 +228.3% 

Preschool 88 66 -25.0% 

AmeriCorps 0 0 +0.0% 

Virtual Programs 50 27 -46.0% 

    

Programs 2020 2021 Variance  

On Site 3 2 -33.3% 

Off Site 3 4 +33.3% 

BTS 0 2 +100.0% 

Birthday Party 3 10 +233.3% 

Preschool 4 6 +50.0% 

AmeriCorps 0 0 +0.0% 

Virtual Programs 3 1 -33.3% 

    



Facilities  
• Set up and tear down all special events 

• Reached out to Brett from metro security about issue with radios 

• Preventative maintenance 

• Received and unloaded new train and cars 

• Roofers finished punch list items for penguin roof work with new sky light installed 

• Installed 2 new circuits for drive thru lights 

• Traditions set up for drive thru lights 

• Temporary fence installed by facilities for drive thru lights 

• Maintenance requests e.g. repair limits on rhino door, hose repair, etc. 

• VIS fabricated and installed access panel on ceiling of Gibbon exhibit 

• VIS welded new stops on tiger shift door 

• 2 new doors installed in bear building 

• Met with Greene glass for quote to re-caulk lion viewing window 

• Met with Bohm electric to get quote for electric circuits above old bear exhibit 

• Telephone line in jungle grill repaired 

• Got quote for new concrete in wildlife theater 

• Daily janitorial duties 

• General grounds upkeep,…..mowing, whipping, trash, etc. 

• Had all brush removed from fence line next to neighbor west of admin. Building 

• Rhino floor repairs made 

• Radios are all swapped over to digital format 

• Pressure washed wildlife theater 

• Installed new circulator pump for boiler in penguin building  



 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



 



 
 
 



 

 
 



Special Events 
September Events: 

• September 1 – Animal Crackers – 5-9pm 
o Location: Great Lawn  
o Event Overview:  Concert    
o Attendance: 1300 

 

• September 3-5 – Music at the Zoo  
o Location: Great Lawn  
o Event Overview: Concert Series 

o Attendance: 773 

 

• September 11 – Zoo Debut 
o Location: Pavilion  
o Event Overview: Gala   

o Attendance: 207 

 

• September 18 – Cassie Wedding 11am 
o Location: Pavilion  
o Event Overview: Wedding Ceremony 

o Attendance: 79 

 

• September 18 – Sherman Wedding 1pm 
o Location: Bear Backyard 
o Event Overview: Wedding Ceremony 

o Attendance: 117 

 

• September 18 – Great Northern Picnic 
o Location: Train Tract 
o Event Overview: Company Picnic   

o Attendance: 159 

 

• September 18 – Kuhl Shower 
o Location: Felle Pavilion  
o Event Overview: Baby shower Picnic  

o Attendance: 19 

 

• September 24 – Brittany Wedding 
o Location: Wildlife Theater and Pavilion  
o Event Overview: Wedding  

o Attendance: 84 

 

 

 



• September 25 – Zoo Brew  
o Location: Throughout campus 
o Event Overview: Beer Fest   

o Attendance: 255 

 

 

 

 

 
Coming up at the Zoo at a Glance:     

• October 1-31 – Halloween Glow 

• October 2 – Amanda Ceremony 1:30pm 

• October 2 – Old Fashioned Night 6-9pm 

• October 10 – Anna Wedding 10-4pm 

• October 29 – Hallowine 6-9pm 

• October 30 – Boo at the Zoo 

• October 31 – Heather Jones Wedding 11-1pm 

• November 12 – Martini Madness 6-9pm 

• November 19-January 2 – Wonderland of Lights  

• December 4 – Brunch with Santa 11-1pm 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


