
Racine Zoological Society  
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

  September 2019 (reporting on August 2019) 
 

Executive Director    
• Submitted several grants and sponsorship packages  
• Strategic planning  
• TV appearances   
• Lantern Festival logistics every day  
• TV show taping and editing 
• Prepping for Zoo Debut  

 

Membership 
• Total memberships households = 2,176 

 

Attendance for August 2019 
 

  August 2018 August 2019 Variance 
Percent 
change 

Adults 5991 6982 991 16.54 

Children 4029 4608 579 14.37 

Member Adults 1481 1805 324 21.88 
Member 
Children 1598 1877 279 17.46 
Child 2 and 
under 1274 1654 380 29.83 

Seniors 1255 1217 -38 -3.03 

Military 341 677 336 98.53 

Education 840 834 -6 -.71 

Events 5328 3958 1370 -25.71 

Total 22137 23612 1475 6.66 
 

 

 

 



August 2019 Attendance By Hour 
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August Member Municipality 
 

53402 – 821 

53406 – 379 

53405 – 249 

53404 – 224 

53403 – 616 

53185 -184 

Other – 1358 

Illinois - 0 

 

 

August Non-Member Municipality 
 

53403 - 1697 

53405 – 2762 

53406 – 2496 

53402 – 5849 

53404 - 2310 

Other – 13876 

Illinois - 2843 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Admissions, Gift Shop, Grill, Watering Hole, Train (Operations)  
• Ordered and received new product 
• Started vetting/ordering items for Lantern Fest 
• New Shirts/Items are selling great 

 
Animal Care 
Animals/vet exams: 

• Vet Exams:  
o Roscoe surgery/diagnostics appt. 
o Ongoing wallaroo exams 
o Routine snake exams 
o Ongoing penguin rechecks for various issues 
o Annual Zorro exam 
o Ambassador animal annual exams 
o Tur exams 
o Arctic fox annual exams and Luna rechecks 
o Buster annual exam 
o Staff completed 10-week serial blood draws for Timus hormone analysis 
o ongoing monitoring and new treatment for Skin's joint issues 
o Ongoing monitoring and diet modifications for new 1.2 tamarin group dynamics and 

consumption of foreign material 
o Goat/sheep feed, Farm and LOG water samples and hay samples sent out for trace 

mineral analysis 
 
Staff:  

• Ak assisted with Americorp member orientation and Members started in Animal Care 
• AK-Interviews for Fall Animal Care interns 
• Ak and TS assisted in accessing 2019 Program Animal Policies 
• TS completed donation disposition of 1.0 Watusi to Blank Park Zoo 
• Staff completed fecal team training and added a few new members 
• Trained another keeper on Carnivores 
• Filled one of the open Part time positions with a current seasonal. 
• Keepers working on tamarin ultrasounds in new family group, continued hoof work with 

giraffes, new training plan for tiger shifting.  Also working on crating for male tamarin group in 
preparation for shipments.   

• Keepers assisted with Zookeeper summer camp and had kids help in animal areas.  Also doing 2 
weekly giraffe encounters for camp staff. 

• Keepers assisted with World Wine Wednesday and Roar and pour events as needed.  Staff 
schedules adjusted to keep animals out later.  Also did a presentation for Whiskers and Whiskey. 

• Keepers continued assisting in filming for the TV show, including some re-shoots due to lost 
footage. 

• Keepers assisted with media from Journal Times and Fox 6. 
• Keepers ran tables at Lion Day, Reptile/Amph and Orangutan Day this month.  
• Pest control treatments of empty basement stalls, fossa exhibit, and all common areas of main 

building (main floor, bathrooms, breakroom) 
• Aviary and Giraffe encounters doing well in profits so far this year.  



Education 
• Educational Programs 

o Birthdays – 9 
 Reached 253 people 

o Offsite Programs – 12 
 Reached 355 people 

o Onsite Programs – 3 
 Reached 124 people 

o Preschool – 6 
 Reached 66 people 

o Behind the Scenes -6 
 Reached 42 people 

o Behind the Scenes Encounters – 4 
 Reached 17 People 

o Creature Feature –31 
 Reached 747 people 

o Wildlife Theater – 62 
 Reached 601 people 

o Slumber Safari – 1 
 Reached 12 people 

o Total: Reached 2,217 people 
 

• Upcoming Educational Programs 
o Summer Camp Final Fill Rates: 

 3/4 - 50/100 spots – 50.0% 
 K/1 - 108/160 spots – 64.4% 
 2/3 – 80/160 spots – 50.0% 
 4/5 - 54/160 spots – 33.8% 
 6/7 - 41/80 spots – 51.3%  

• Overall – 328/660– 49.7% 
• (287 Spots were sold in the 2018 season; 279 in 2017; 227 in 2016) 

 
• Other Events 

o 8/3 – Participated in the Root River Environmental Education Community Center’s Root 
River Voyager Series 

o 8/5 – Led final Member Monday of the Season 
o 8/6 – Led Racine County Foster Family Day at the Zoo 
o 8/6 – Led World Lion Day festivities 
o 8/17 – Led Reptile and Amphibian Awareness Day Festivities 
o 8/19 – Racine Zoo AmeriCorps Program Began 
o 8/24 – Led Orangutan Awareness Day Festivities 
o 8/24 – Participated in Hope City Church Back2School Event 
o 8/25 – Participated in Root River Fest 
o 8/29 – Attended Heart of Canal Street informational Meeting 

 
 
 



• Grants and Proposals 
o Recent Updates: 

 Received grant from ANDIS Foundation 
 Received AmeriCorps Grant from CNCS 
 Applied for funding through Potawatomi Casino’s Heart of Canal Street Campaign 

o Previous, not yet resolved:  
 Submitted application to Racine County  
 Submitted Letter of Intent to American Family Insurance Dreams Foundation 

 
• Other Updates 

o Behind the Scenes Encounters continued on weekends through winter 
o Writing and shooting TV Show “Racine Zoo to You” 
o Upcoming: Hiring Stipended Interns under ILMS Grant 

 

Comparison to August 2018 - programs and participants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Participants  2018 2019 Variance 
    
On Site 412 124 +69.9% 
Off Site 240 355 +47.9% 
BTS 28 59 110.7% 
Birthday Party 114 253 -121.9% 
Preschool 0 66 +100.0% 
    
Programs 2018 2019 Variance  
On Site 9 3 -66.6% 
Off Site 3 12 +400.0% 
BTS 3 10 +233.3% 
Birthday Party 5 9 +44.4% 
Preschool 0 6 +100.0% 
    
    



Facilities 
• Prepping for the Lantern Festival 
• Preventative maintenance 
• Daily janitorial duties 
• Cutting grass and weed whipping 
• General grounds upkeep, e.g. weeding, trash removal, blow down walkways. 
• Set up and tear down of special events 
• Bohm electric has started electrical upgrades needed for lantern festival 
• General maintenance requests e.g. change out light bulb, repair hose, etc. 
• Still working on bids for eagle exhibit all in except A thru Z 

 
Resource Development 

• Submitted grant reports  
• Submitted grants for operating support of the Zoo  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



August Events: 
• Wednesday, August 7: Animal Crackers Concert – Jazmin Ghent  

o Location: Main Lawn 
o Time: 5:30-9:30pm 
o Event Overview: Concert  
o Attendance: 1263 

                                    
 

• Monday, August 12: Milwaukee Milkmen Game  
o Location: Franklin  
o Time: 7:00pm 
o Event Overview: Non-Profit Night  

                             
• Wednesday, August 14: World Wine Wednesday 

o Location: Walkabout 
o Time: 6-8pm 
o Event Overview: Wine Tasting  
o Attendance: 66 

 
 

• Sunday, August 18: 24th Annual Car, Truck & Bike Show  
o Location: Entire Zoo 
o Time: 9am-4pm 
o Event Overview: Car Show  
o Attendance: 1117 

 



• Wednesday, August 21: Animal Crackers Concert – Nick Colionne  
o Location: Main Lawn  
o Time: 5:30-9:30pm 
o Event Overview: Concert  
o Attendance: 1900 

      
 
                                          

• Thursday, August 22: Mason Law Networking Mixer 
o Location: Land of the Giants 
o Time: 5pm-7pm 
o Event Overview: Networking Mixer  
o Attendance: 55 
            

• Thursday, August 22: S.C. Johnson & Sons Corporate Dinner 6-8pm 
o Location: Pavilion  
o Time: 6-8pm 
o Event Overview: Corporate Dinner 
o Attendance: 9 

 
• Saturday, August 24: Whiskers and Whiskey 

o Location: Pavilion  
o Time: 6pm-9pm 
o Event Overview: Whiskey Tasting Dinner 
o Attendance: 35 

 
 
 



• Wednesday, August 28: Roar & Pour 6pm-8pm 
o Location: Land of the Giants 
o Time: 6pm-8pm 
o Event Overview: Beer Tasting  
o Attendance: 40 

 
 
Coming up at the Zoo at a Glance:     

• Saturday, September 7: Zoo Debut 5pm-11pm 
• Wednesday, September 18: World Roar Wine Pour Wednesday 6pm-8pm 
• Thursday, September 19: Harborfest 3pm-8pm 
• Saturday, September 28: Schwingle/Kratz Wedding 12pm-8pm 
• Monday, September 30: VIP Lantern Festival Party 
• Tuesday, October 1: Opening Day of Lantern Festival  
• Saturday, October 5: Old Fashioned Night 6-9pm 
• Saturday, October 26: Boo at the Zoo 9-4:30pm 
• Wednesday, October 30: HalloWine 6-9pm  
• Sunday, December 8: Brunch with Santa 11-12:30 
• October 1 – December 31: Chinese Lantern Festival  

 


