
Racine Zoological Society 
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

                                 reporting on August 2024 
 

Executive Director    
• Submitted several grants and sponsorship packages for the upcoming year   
• Creating solutions to additional fundraising efforts  
• TV appearances 
• Strategic Planning  
• Construction work  
• Capital Campaign work  

 

Membership 
• Total memberships households = 2,259 

Attendance for August 2024 
 

August Attendance 2023 – 2024 
 

 
 

August 2023 August 2024 Variance 
Percent 
change 

Adults 4754 4886 132 2.8% 

Children 2941 2600 -341 -11.6% 

Member Adults 1439 1203 -236 -16.4% 

Member Children 1376 1215 -161 -11.7% 

Child 2 and under 1168 1075 -93 -8.0% 

Seniors 901 806 -95 -10.5% 

Military 531 412 -119 -22.4% 

Education 814 596 -218 -26.8% 

Events 5558 4717 -841 -15.1% 

Total 19482 17510 -1972 -10.1% 



August Admissions Attendance 2021-2024 

August 2024 Attendance by Hour  

 
Education - 9:00AM – 10:00AM 
General Admissions – 10:00AM – 5:00PM 
Events – 5:00PM – 6:00 PM 
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2021 2022 2023 2024
Military 515 447 531 412
Adult 5793 4982 4754 4886
Child 3217 3224 2941 2600
Member Adult 1557 1703 1439 1203
Member Child 1493 1567 1376 1215
2 and Under 1228 1053 1168 1075
Seniors 866 986 901 806



 

YEAR TO DATE Attendance 2023-2024 

 

 
 

YTD 2023 YTD 2024 Variance 
Percent 
Change 

Admissions 58060 57996 -64 -0.1% 

Education 11692 12610 918 7.9% 

Events 14544 14592 48 0.3% 

Total Attendance 84296 85198 902 1.1% 

 

 

 
 

2023 2024
Admissions 58060 57996
Education 11692 12610
Events 14544 14592
Total Attendance 84296 85198
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August 2024 Municipality 

 

Racine County Guests 
53105 130 
53108 37 
53126 147 
53139 19 
53167 6 
53177 163 
53182 120 
53185 100 
53402 1816 
53403 652 
53404 342 
53405 811 
53406 753 

  Total  5096 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Other Municipalities Guests 
Kenosha 1818 

Milwaukee 1147 
Wisconsin 

(Excludes Racine, Kenosha & Milwaukee 
Counties) 

830 

Illinois 2568 
Other States 
(Excludes WI & IL) 

684 

Outside US 61 
Total 7108 

 

 GUESTS 
Racine County 5096 

Other Municipalities 7108 
Events & Education (Not 

Collected) 
5306 

Data Not Collected (Admissions) 0 
August Total 17510 

 
Operations 

• August’s attendance numbers decreased over last year, but overall we are tracking very similar 
to 2023   

• The new POS for gift shop was installed 
• Car show was great and our pop up grill was incredibly popular 
• Zip code collection for admissions is going well with new POS and we are able to get a better 

picture of where guests are coming from 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Animal Care 
• Veterinary Updates 

o 1.0 Fossa Kirindy is being treated for “digestive” issues, and labored breathing. Severe 
osteoarthritis in spine. SSP has been notified of issues, and placement of additional 
animals is possible if required. He is being monitored for quality-of-life concerns.  

o 1.0 Lar Gibbon, Yule is being monitored and treated for body tremors and neurological 
issues likely associated with age.  

o 1.0 Bearded Dragon, Norbert is being treated for a jaw abscess and eye infection.  
o 1.0 Masai Giraffe, Mac is being monitored and treated for lameness. 
o 0.1 Linne’s 2 toed sloth, “Missy” cleared quarantine and is awaiting exhibit repairs before 

transferring to new enclosure. 
 

• Collection Changes  
o 0.4 Meerkat (Date not set, international transport)  

 
• Staffing/Training   

o Animal Care Staff re-started cross training on routines to continue to improve knowledge 
and diversity of skills across the department.  
 

• Other Updates   
o Continuing (0.1), penguin acupuncture sessions, giraffe laser sessions (1.0), dog 

acupuncture (0.1)  
o Continuing frequent blood draw/injection sessions across collection, focused heavily on 

0.2 lions, 0.1 Amur Tiger and 1.0 Masai giraffe. Beginning training for 1.0 Fossa, Kirindy.  
o Continuing frequent hoof work and training with 2.1 Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra, 2.0 

Masai giraffes, 1.1 Eastern black rhinos  
o Working on setup for voluntary x-rays with primates  
o Working on voluntary cardiac ultrasound 1.0 Orangutan  
o Have begun formal observations of 1.0 Fossa and 1.1 Orangutan to determine exhibit use 

and behavioral budgets.  
o 1.1 Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra Promise and Obi are being introduced in preparation for 

possible breeding.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Conservation Education  
Program Title # of Programs Reach  Notes 
On-Campus Programs 2 84 Int 84 
Off-Campus Programs 4 645 Int 315 
After School Program (Off-Campus) 0 0  
COZI Program (Off-Campus) 0 0  
On-Campus Birthday 7 243 Int 209 
Off-Campus Birthday 1 6 Int 6  
Slumber Safari 1 35 Int 35 
Virtual Programs 0 0  
Preschool Programs 0 0  
BTS Encounter 3 9  
BTS Tour 3 14  
Wildlife Explorers 0 0  
AmeriCorps      
        Onsite 0 0  
        Offsite 0 0  
Globes 0 0  
Scout Programs 1 16 Int 16 
Senior Safari 0 0  
Creature Feature 31 686 Int 523 
Wildlife Theater 62 1383 Int 1327 
Zoo Camp (Spring and Summer) 12 168  
Subtotal 127 3289  
Other Events 2 36   
TOTAL 129 3325  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    



Compared to 2023 
Participants 2024 2023 Variance 
On Campus 84 458 -81.66% 
Off Campus 645 464 39.01% 
BTS 23 24 -4.17% 
Birthday Party 249 183 36.07% 
Preschool 0 0 0.00% 
AmeriCorps 0 0 0.00% 
Virtual Programs 0 0 0.00% 

    
Programs 2024 2023 Variance 
        
On Campus 2 11 -81.82% 
Off Campus 4 10 -60.00% 
BTS 6 3 100.00% 
Birthday Party 8 8 0.00% 
Preschool 0 0 0.00% 
AmeriCorps 0 0 0.00% 
Virtual Programs 0 0 0.00% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Facilities  
• Finished shift tunnel for primates 
• Added more hot wire and hot grass to bear exhibit  
• Started planning for shut down of Discovery Center for exhibit cleaning  
• Completed installation of 12 doors to north building at LOG   
• Finished work on penguin filtration system  
• Installed loop detector for Walton Gate  
• Set up of JOLN  
• Work on capital projects for electrical and iron work  
• General maintenance throughout the entire zoo on various projects  
• Mowing!  
• Special event set up and take down  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 
 



 

 



 
 



 

 



Special Events 
August Events  

• August 7—Animal Crackers 
o Location: Amphitheater and lawn 
o Overview: concert  
o Attendance: 1500  

 
• August 10—Breakfast with Giraffes  

o Location: Pavilion 
o Overview: Breakfast  
o Attendance: 60 

 
• August 14—Music at the Zoo 

o Location: Amphitheater and lawn 
o Overview:  concert  
o Attendance: 450 

 
• August 18—Car, Truck and Bike Show  

o Location: Entire Zoo  
o Overview: annual car, truck and bike show  
o Attendance: 2,000  

 
• Animal Crackers  

o Location: Amphitheater and lawn  
o Overview: concert  
o Attendance: 2,000  

 
• Whiskers and Whiskey 

o Location: Pavilion and tent  
o Overview: annual whiskey dinner  
o Attendance: 60  

 
• WRWPW 

o Location: LOG  
o Overview: wine and beer tasting  
o Attendance: 100  

 
Coming up at the Zoo at a Glance:       

• September 7—Zoo Debut: Enchanted Forest  
• September 14—Slumber Safari  
• September 26 – November 3—Jack O’ Lantern Nights  
• September 27—OctoBEARfest  
• October 5—Old Fashioned Fest  
• October 25—Hallowine  
• October 26—Boo at the Zoo  


