
Racine Zoological Society 

Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

                                 reporting on September 2022 
 

Executive Director    
• Submitted several grants and sponsorship packages for the upcoming year   

• Creating solutions to additional fundraising efforts  

• TV appearances 

• Strategic planning  

• Construction planning  
 

Membership 
• Total memberships households = 2,429 

Attendance for September 2022 

 

  September 2021 September 2022 Variance 
Percent 
change 

Adults 3083 2348 -735 -23.84% 

Children 1507 995 -512 -33.97% 

Member Adults 894 819 -75 -8.39% 

Member Children 718 714 -4 -0.5% 

Child 2 and under 862 621 -241 -27.96% 

Seniors 533 451 -82 -15.38% 

Military 273 212 -61 -23.34% 

Education - 382 -382 -382% 

Events 1741 510 -1231 -70.7% 

Total 9611 7052 
 

-2559 -26.63% 

 

 

 

 

 



September 2022 Attendance by hour 

 

September Monthly Attendance 2019-2022 
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Military 219 288 273 212

Adult 2475 2638 3083 2560

Child 987 1412 1507 995

Member Adult 912 839 894 819

Member Child 741 697 718 714

2 and Under 661 734 862 621

Seniors 439 333 533 451



September 

 Municipality 

 

Racine County Guests 

  

53105 56 

53108 17 

53126 48 

53139 23 

53158 0 

53167 6 

53177 40 

53182 55 

53185 61 

53401 44 

53402 588 

53403 103 

53404 156 

53405 312 

53406 318 

53407 0 

53408 0 

Total  1,827 

 

 



 

 

 Other Municipalities Guests 

Kenosha 885 

Milwaukee 512 

Wisconsin 
(Excludes Racine, Kenosha & Milwaukee 

Counties) 

422 

Illinois 1161 

Other States 
(Excludes WI & IL) 

211 

Outside US  

Total 3,191 

 

 

 GUESTS 

Racine County 1,827 

Other Municipalities 3,191 

Events & Education (Not 

Collected) 
892 

 

Data Not Collected (Admissions) 1,142 

SEPTEMBER TOTAL 7,052 

 

 

 

 



Operations  
• Going through the existing stock.  Working on moving excess inventory with promotions and 

sales.   

• Ordered a supply of Halloween merchandise for sale at Jack O Lantern Nights.  The product has 
sold well throughout the first weekend & will order more so we will have stock to offer our 
guests. 

• Grill open on weekends  

• Train open on weekends  

• New strollers were delivered and being installed  
 

Animal Care 
• Veterinary Updates 

o 0.1 White handed gibbon still under frequent observation and care for respiratory issues 
and gagging instances 

o 0.1 Western tufted deer treated for possible infected cut on side  
o 0.1 Emperor tamarin monitored and treated for continuing respiration issues 
o 0.1 Amur tiger exam for jaw licking, found to be minor tooth issue 
o 2.1 Ornate box turtles treated for parasites 
o 1.0 Bearded dragon jaw recheck, healing well 
o 1.0 Pig treated for vomiting 
o 0.1 Western fox snake under observation for severe arthritis 
o 0.1 Goat sedation and dental 
o 1.0 Western screech owl beak maintenance 
o 1.1 Spider monkey exam 
o 1.0 Alpaca annual exam 
o 0.1 Lesser hedgehog tenrec annual exam 
o 1.0 Sudan plated lizard annual exam 
o 1.0 Caledonian giant gecko annual exam 
o 1.0 Prehensile-tailed skink annual exam 

 

• Collection Changes 
o 0.0.2 Alligators moved back to owning institution 
o 0.1 Prehensile tailed porcupine brought to zoo 

 

• Other Updates 
o Continuing goat chiropractor sessions (0.1), penguin acupuncture sessions (3.1), giraffe 

laser sessions (1.0) 
o Working on setup for voluntary xrays with primates 
o Working on voluntary cardiac ultrasound 1.0 Orangutan 
o Working on voluntary injections with 0.2 African lions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Education 
Educational Programs  

• Onsite Programs – 6 
▪ Reached 369 people  

• Offsite Programs – 15 
▪ Reached 730 people  

• Onsite Birthdays – 6 
▪ Reached 129 people  

• Offsite Birthdays – 0 
▪ Reached 0 people  

• Slumber Safaris - 2  
▪ Reached 38 people  

• Virtual Programs - 0  
▪ Reached 0 people  

• Preschool Programs – 10  
▪ Reached 136 people  

• BTS Encounters - 4 
▪ Reached 16 people  

• Creature Features - 31 
▪ Reached 814 people  

• Wildlife Theater- 62 
▪ Reached 1,810 people  

 
• Total: Reached 5,852 people 

 

• Final Summer Camp Numbers 

o ¾ Half Day – 72 
o K-1st, 134 
o 2nd-34d, 135 
o 4th-5th, 133 
o 6th-7th, 54 

▪ Overall 531 total campers 
▪ 2021-385, 37.9% increase! 
▪ (2020-207; 2019 – 328, 2018 – 289) 

 

• Other Events 

o Aug 7 – Brought animals to Zoo night at Milwaukee Milkmen 
o Aug 13 – Hosted World Lion Day 
o Aug 20 – Hosted Orangutan Awareness Day 
o Aug 27 – Hosted Rhino Day 
o Aug 29 – AmeriCorps Members for 22-23 year begin 

 

 

 

 

 



• Grants and Proposals 

o Submitted Proposal to Brighter Future Fund through United Way of Racine County 
o Received funding from ACE for Wildlife Capacity Building Grants 
o Working on grants from Christiansen Foundation and United Way Equity Innovation Fund; 

both projects launched in August 
 
 
Comparison to September 2021 - programs and participants 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Participants  2021 2022 Variance 

On Site 120 369 +207.5% 

Off Site 169 730 +332.0% 

BTS 0 16 +100.0% 

Birthday Party 277 129 -53.4% 

Preschool 107 136 +27.1% 

AmeriCorps 0 0 +0.0% 

Virtual Programs 10 0 -100.0% 

    

Programs 2021 2022 Variance  

On Site 3 6 +200.0% 

Off Site 4 15 +275.0% 

BTS 0 4 +100.0% 

Birthday Party 7 6 -14.3% 

Preschool 6 10 +66.7% 

AmeriCorps 0 0 +0.0% 

Virtual Programs 1 0 -100.0% 

    



Facilities  
• Set up and tear down special events 

• Replaced sensor for boiler in main boiler 

• Accept bid for leak detection test on main building 

• Daily janitorial 

• General grounds upkeep 

• Mowing and trimming grass on campus 

• Accepted bids for zebra door, lynx door, and orangutan enrichment modifications 

• Installed new track and rollers on west door giraffe stall 

• Made hydraulic cement patches to rhino floor 

• Replaced water valves on primate sink 

• Water utility been on campus trying to locate underground water leak 

• Continued work on new tamarin exhibit 

• Continued work on install of doors on pavilion 

• Changed out printer on photobooth 

• Replaced motor on fennec fox rollup door 

• Preventative maintenance 

• Job tickets ( repair hose, adjust limits for door etc.) 

• Main entrance gate hinge repaired 

• Made modifications to old alpaca yard so goats could access 

• Replaced discharge hose on clothes washer in basement 

• Replaced sensor on the water bottle filling station on drinking fountain 

• Moved breaker panel and electric on pavilion to accommodate new doors 

• Installed lights, fan, and heater in bear overlook 

• Had new mixing valve installed in chemical dispenser in basement 
 

  
 
 
 
 



 
 



 



 
 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 
 



 

 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
Special Events 
September Events: 
 

• September 10 – Zoo Debut  
o Location: Pavilion and North of Pavilion  
o Event Overview:  Gala   
o Attendance: 282 

 

• September 17 – Mason Heidorn Reception  
o Location: Pavilion and North of Pavilion   
o Event Overview: Wedding Reception  
o Attendance: 250 

 

• September 24 – Zoo Brew 
o Location: Entire Campus   
o Event Overview: Beer Tasting   
o Attendance: 185 guests  

 
 

 
Coming up at the Zoo at a Glance:     

• September 29 – October 30 – Jack-O-Lantern Nights  

• October 1 – Old Fashioned Night 

• October 2 – Police Awards Ceremony  

• October 8 – Franseen Wedding  

• October 28 – Hallowine 

• October 29 – Boo at the Zoo  

• November 18 – Martini Madness  

• December 3 – Brunch with Santa 

• December 16-February 12 – Winter Picnic in a Snowglobe   

 


