
Racine Zoological Society  
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

  July 2019 (reporting on June 2019) 
 

Executive Director    
• Submitted several grants and sponsorship packages  
• Evaluating all current vendors  
• Strategic planning  
• TV appearances   
• Prepping for fall festival  
• Prepping for Animal Crackers  

 

Membership 
• Total memberships households = 2,186 

 

Attendance for June 2019 
 

 

 June 2018  June 2019 Variance 
Percent 
change 

Adults 4734 4819 85 2% 

Children 2872 3065 193 7% 

Member Adults 999 1583 584 58% 
Member 
Children 1132 1621 489 43% 
Child 2 and 
under 1131 1286 155 14% 

Seniors 629 648 19 3% 

Military 286 366 80 28% 

Education 2340 2764 434 18% 

Events 2652 793 -1859 -70% 

Total 16775 16945 170 1% 

 

 

 



June 2019 Attendance By Hour 
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June Member Municipality 
 

53402 – 862 

53406 – 436 

53405 – 624 

53404 – 604 

53403 – 135 

53185 - 92 

Other – 447 

Illinois - 4 

 

 

June Non-Member Municipality 
 

53403 – 868 

53405 – 1497 

53406 – 1367 

53402 – 4425 

53404 - 976 

Other – 1644 

Illinois - 2964 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Admissions, Gift Shop, Grill, Watering Hole, Train (Operations)  
• Completed Animal Escape Safety Protocol 
• Completed Drill for Protocol 
• All new items are selling 
• New bags protocol for all areas of revenue 

 
Animal Care 

• Animal info/moves:  
o Mac, Masai Giraffe and Tavek, Western Caucasian Tur began arthritis treatment 
o Began rhino browse trails with routine blood monitoring 
o Wilbur moved to North end with an ongoing foot issue, vet exams/discussions at each 

vet rounds 
o Received 2.0 Lynx 
o Received 1.0 Tamarin 
o Dewey moved to gift shop exhibit 
o Tamarin family moved back to exhibit, though it was more difficult to get everyone 

crated 

• Vet exams:   
o Zebra hoof trim 
o Multiple wallaroo exams 
o Hawk exam 
o Goat exams 
o Ongoing penguin rechecks    
o Amelie birth control injection 
o Tiger exam and joint injections 

 
• Staff 

o Beth and Animal Care staff working on Curator interviews.  Narrowed down to 2 people. 
o Staff received TB test 
o Staff participated in Phone tree drill and went over updated escape protocol. 
o Staff working on hoof work training with giraffe at LOG.  
o Tiffany met with USDA to close out invert permit--we no longer house permitted inverts. 
o Tiffany submitted renewal for Livestock Premises permit 

 
• Miscellaneous 

o Keepers assisted with Zookeeper summer camp and had kids help in animal areas.  Also 
doing 2 weekly giraffe encounters for camp staff. 

o Keepers assisted with World Wine Wednesday, Roar and pour and Wine, Stein and 
Dine events as needed.  Staff schedules adjusted to keep animals out later. 

o Keepers ran tables at Bat Day and Giraffe Day this  
o Pest control treatments of primate exhibits/holding, and basement bat stall.  
o Aviary and Giraffe encounters doing well in profits so far this year. 

 
 



Education 
• Educational Programs 

o Birthdays – 14 
 Reached 400  people 

o Offsite Programs – 10 
 Reached 290 people 

o Onsite Programs – 23 
 Reached 1203 people 

o Preschool – 8 
 Reached 120 people 

o Behind the Scenes - 3 
 Reached 22 people 

o Creature Feature –30 
 Reached 531 people 

o Wildlife Theater – 60 
 Reached 801 people 

o Total: Reached 3,282 people 
 

• Upcoming Educational Programs 
o Summer Camp Current Fill Rates: 

 3/4 - 40/100 spots – 40.0% 
 K/1 - 89/160 spots – 55.6 % 
 2/3 – 63/160 spots – 39.4% 
 4/5 - 38/160 spots – 23.8% 
 6/7 - 34/80 spots – 42.5%  

• Overall – 264/660– 40.0% 
 

• Other Events 
o June 1- Coordinated Bat Appreciation Day 
o June 6 – Attended AmeriCorps State Board Meeting 
o June 10 – Coordinated and led Member Monday 
o June 12 – Volunteen Appreciation Dinner 
o June 17 – First Day of Summer Camp 
o June 22 – Coordinated World Giraffe Day 
o June 29 – Brought animals to Wine, Stein, and Dine Event 
o June 30 – Assisted in Kenosha 4th of July Parade 

 
• Grants and Proposals 

o Recent Updates: 
 Received Grant Funding from AZA Safety Committee 
 Received Grant Funding for Senior Programming 
 Received Grant Funding from IMLS  
 Grant application for AmeriCorps funding approved by board, sent to national 
 Submitted report for AZA Party for the Planet Grant 
 Working on CDBG application for City of Racine 

 



o Previous, not yet resolved:  
 Submitted full proposal to ANDIS Foundation 
 Submitted proposal to County of Racine 

 

Upcoming 

o Relaunch of behind the scenes programs – Launching in July 

 

Comparison to June 2018 - programs and participants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Participants  2018 2019 Variance 
On Site 968 1203 +24.3% 
Off Site 1931 290 -84.9% 
BTS 65 22 -66.2% 
Birthday Party 440 400 -9.1% 
Preschool 122 120 -1.2% 

 
   

Programs 2018 2019 Variance  
On Site 18 23 +27.8% 
Off Site 6 10 +66.7% 
BTS 8 3 -62.5% 
Birthday Party 14 14 -0.0% 
Preschool 6 8 +33.3% 

 
   



Facilities 
• Set up and tear down of special events 
• Daily janitorial duties 
• General upkeep of grounds 
• Cutting grass, weed whipping, weed spraying etc. 
• Lakeshore did spring cleanup around pond plantings 
• Had RP valve in curators office moved to outside wall 
• In the process of getting initial bids for electrical needs for lantern festival  
• Got bids back from absolute construction for eagle exhibit 
• Had 7 doors replaced through zoo 
• Replaced rotten wood and other repairs to pheasantry building 
• Preventative maintenance sheets 
• General job requests e.g. repair fence, mend hose etc. 
• Received 4 sets of new trash and  recycle units 
• Working with Daniel to get all security cameras working  
• Replaced motor above tamarins for air handler 
• Put new front brakes on education van 

 
Resource Development 

• Submitted grant reports  
• Submitted grants for operating support of the Zoo  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



June Events: 
• Wednesday, June 5: World Wine Wednesday  

o Location: Land of the Giants 
o Time: 6pm-8pm 
o Event Overview: Wine Tasting  
o Attendance: 72 

                             
 

• Saturday, June 8: Ryshkus/Gasparo Wedding  
o Location: Pavilion 
o Time: 11am-3:30pm 
o Event Overview: Wedding 
o Attendance: 100 

 
• Sunday, June 9: Paules Wedding  

o Location: Wildlife Theater and Pavilion 
o Time: 11am-3pm 
o Event Overview: Wedding / Reception  
o Attendance: 120 

 
• Friday, June 14: Wilcox Wedding  

o Location: Wildlife Theater and Pavilion 
o Time: 1pm-10:30pm 
o Event Overview: Wedding / Reception 
o Attendance: 142 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Wednesday,  June 19: Rour & Pour  
o Location: Vanishing Kingdom 
o Time: 6pm-8pm 
o Event Overview: Beer Tasting  
o Attendance: 51 

            
 
 

• Saturday, June 22:  Mandi & Paul Wedding  
o Location: North of Pavilion 
o Time: 11am-4:30pm 
o Event Overview: Wedding  
o Attendance: 140 

• Sunday, June 23: Kenosha Kingfish Fundraising Game  
o Location: Kenosha Kingfish 
o Time: 1:05pm 
o Event Overview: Baseball Game Fundraiser  

• Saturday, June 29: Wine, Stein & Dine  
o Location: From Train station North and through Land of the Giants 
o Time: 6pm-9pm 
o Event Overview: Taste of Wisconsin 
o Attendance: 168 

       

    
 
 



Coming up at the Zoo at a Glance:     

• Wednesday, July 10: Animal Crackers Concert—Chicago Tribute Anthology  5:30-9:30pm 
• Saturday, July 13: Macphail Reception 12-4pm 
• Sunday, July 14: CNH Company Picnic 11am-4pm 
• Sunday, July 14: Racine Concert Band 7:30-9pm  
• Wednesday, July 17: World Wine Wednesday 6pm-8pm 
• Thursday, July 18: 24th Annual  Cigar Dinner 5pm-10pm 
• Saturday, July 20: Zooriffic Saturday Zookeeper Day 9am-6pm 
• Sunday, July 21: Racine Concert Band 7:30-9pm  
• Wednesday, July 24: Animal Crackers Concert—Lin Rountree 5:30pm-9:30pm 
• Saturday, July 27: International Tiger Day 9am-6pm 
• Sunday, July 28: Racine Concert Band 7:30-9pm  
• Wednesday, July 31: Roar & Pour 6pm-8pm 
• Sunday, August 4: Racine Concert Band 7-8:30pm  
• Wednesday, August 7: Animal Crackers Concert – Jazmin Ghent 5:30pm-9:30pm 
• Saturday, August 10: Zooriffic Saturday World Lion Day 9am-6pm 
• Sunday, August 11: Racine Concert Band 7-8:30pm  
• Wednesday, August 14: World Wine Wednesday 6pm-8pm 
• Saturday, August 17: Zooriffic Saturday Reptile & Amphibian Awareness Day 9am-6pm 
• Sunday, August 18: 24th Annual Car, Truck & Bike Show 9am-4pm 
• Wednesday, August 21: Animal Crackers Concert – Nick Colionne 5:30-9:30pm 
• Saturday, August 24: Whiskers and Whiskey 6pm-9pm 
• Wednesday, August 28: Roar & Pour 6pm-8pm 
• Saturday, September 7: Zoo Debut 5pm-11pm 
• Wednesday, September 18: World Roar Wine Pour Wednesday 6pm-8pm 
• Thursday, September 19: Harborfest 3pm-8pm 
• Saturday, September 28: Schwingle/Kratz Wedding 12pm-8pm 
• October 1 – December 31: Chinese Lantern Festival  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


