
Racine Zoological Society  
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

  August 2019 (reporting on July 2019) 
 

Executive Director    
• Submitted several grants and sponsorship packages  
• Evaluating all current vendors  
• Strategic planning  
• TV appearances   
• Prepping for fall festival  
• Prepping for Animal Crackers  

 

Membership 
• Total memberships households = 2,157 

 

Attendance for July 2019 
 

 July 2018  July 2019 Variance 
Percent 
change 

Adults 7420 6498 -922 -12% 

Children 4951 4306 -645 -13% 

Member Adults 1679 1650 -29 -2% 
Member 
Children 1866 1767 -99 -5% 
Child 2 and 
under 1799 1547 -252 -14% 

Seniors 1125 1062 -63 -6% 

Military 348 653 305 88% 

Education 305 1778 1473 483% 

Events 3002 5758 2756 92% 

Total 22495 25016 2521 11% 
 

 

 

 



July 2019 Attendance By Hour 
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July Member Municipality 
53402 – 249 

53406 – 137 

53405 – 1679 

53404 – 649 

53403 – 113 

53185 - 18 

Other – 572 

Illinois - 0 

 

 

 

July Non-Member Municipality 
 

53403 - 756 

53405 – 8536 

53406 – 1315 

53402 – 982 

53404 - 1563 

Other – 4753 

Illinois - 3694 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Admissions, Gift Shop, Grill, Watering Hole, Train (Operations)  
• Needed to reorder multiple items as they are selling 
• Finding new vendors for Lantern Fest 
• Ordered new Shirts and Hats 
• Continued Bags Protocol 

 
Animal Care 
Animals/vet exams: 

• Vet Exams:  
o Zebra hooftrim 
o ongoing wallaroo exams 
o routine bear exam 
o routine snake exams 
o ongoing penguin rechecks 
o Amelie birth control injection 
o Lion exam and joint injections 
o Annual fox exams, amazons, screech owl and degus 

• Rhino Iguana disposition to Henry Vilas Zoo 
• 2.0 Canada Lynx and 1.0 Tamarin completed quarantine and are on exhibit 
• Tamarin family moves and intros.  3.0 moved out of exhibit.  New 1.0 moved in with 0.2 on 

exhibit and all is going well! 
 
 
Staff:  

• Keeper and Leadership staff participated in Curator in person interviews.  Offer made to one 
applicant! 

• Participated in interview for Americorp Ambassador Animal Coordinator position. 
• Had some record hot days this month.  Keepers doing extra checks on animals, and providing ice 

treats/misters for animals. 
• Staff completed dart team practice, which included some wallaroo darting for AK while DVM 

was out of town 
• Livestock premises permit renewed. 
• Keepers assisted with Zookeeper summer camp and had kids help in animal areas.  Also doing 2 

weekly giraffe encounters for camp staff. 
• Keepers assisted with World Wine Wednesday and Roar and pour events as needed.  Staff 

schedules adjusted to keep animals out later. 
• Keepers continued assisting in filming for the TV show. 
• Keepers ran tables at Tiger Day this month and raised over $100.  
• Pest control treatments of primate exhibits/holding, and basement bat stall, fossa exhibit 
• Aviary and Giraffe encounters doing well in profits so far this year  

 

 
 
 



Education 
• Educational Programs 

o Birthdays – 10 
 Reached 329 people 

o Offsite Programs – 27 
 Reached 1579 people 

o Onsite Programs – 14 
 Reached 678 people 

o Preschool – 6 
 Reached 73 people 

o Behind the Scenes - 6 
 Reached 29 people 

o Behind the Scenes Encounters – 4 
 Reached 11 People 

o Creature Feature –31 
 Reached 645 people 

o Wildlife Theater – 62 
 Reached 690 people 

o Total: Reached 4,034 people 
 

• Upcoming Educational Programs 
o Summer Camp Current Fill Rates: 

 3/4 - 48/100 spots – 48.0% 
 K/1 - 99/160 spots – 61.9% 
 2/3 – 74/160 spots – 46.3% 
 4/5 - 52/160 spots – 32.5% 
 6/7 - 39/80 spots – 48.8%  

• Overall – 312/660– 47.3% 
• (266 Spots were sold as of July 31, 2018) 

 
• Other Events 

o July 4 – Assisted in Racine 4th of July Parade 
o July 8 – Led and coordinated Member Monday event 
o July 14 – Led animal programs and craft station for CNH Picnic 
o July 18 – Participated in Regency Mall Summer Showcase 
o July 20 – Led Zookeeper Appreciation Day Event 
o July 27 – Led World Tiger Day Event 
o July 27 – Spoke at SPARK Summer Camp Event 
o July 30 – Led animal programs and craft station for SC Johnson Picnic 

 
• Grants and Proposals 

o Recent Updates: 
 Received grant from ANDIS Foundation 
 Grant application for AmeriCorps funding approved by board, sent to national 
 Submitted CDBG application for City of Racine 
 Submitted application to Racine County  



 Submitted Letter of Intent to American Family Insurance Dreams Foundation 
o Previous, not yet resolved:  

 Grant application for AmeriCorps funding approved by board, sent to national 
 

• Other Updates 
o Launched Behind the Scenes Encounters 
o Writing and shooting TV Show “Racine Zoo to You” 
o Upcoming: Hiring Stipended Interns under ILMS Grant 

Comparison to July 2018 - programs and participants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Facilities 

• New asphalt put down around old playground 
• New concrete walk poured around northeast corner of max and jenny grill 
• Preventative maintenance 
• Daily janitorial duties 
• Cutting grass and weed whipping 
• General grounds upkeep, e.g. weeding, trash removal, blow down walkways. 
• Set up and tear down of special events 
• Painting new doors that were installed 
• Bohm electric has started electrical upgrades needed for lantern festival 
• New computer up and running in gift shop and disco center for cameras 
• General maintenance requests e.g. change out light bulb, repair hose, etc. 
• Installed landscape timbers to new concrete area around grill 
• Lion pooled was snaked out 
• Repaired diamonds bath tub  
• Hung new boxes in spider monkey and gibbons exhibits 
• Plumber moved RP valve from curator office to outside office 
• Had new worm gears installed in timu stall for shift door 

    
Participants  2018 2019 Variance 
On Site 400 678 +69.5% 
Off Site 230 1579 +586.5% 
BTS 39 29 +25.6% 
Birthday Party 119 329 +176.5% 
Preschool 122 73 -40.2% 
    
Programs 2018 2019 Variance  
On Site 10 14 +40.0% 
Off Site 3 27 +800.0% 
BTS 6 6 +0.0% 
Birthday Party 5 10 +100.0% 
Preschool 6 6 +0.0% 



• Still working on bids for eagle exhibit all in except A thru Z 
• Removed telescope on north end 

 
Resource Development 

• Submitted grant reports  
• Submitted grants for operating support of the Zoo  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



July Events: 
• Thursday, July 4: Racine 4th of July Parade   

o Location: Downtown Racine 
o Time: 8am-11am 
o Event Overview: Parade  

                                    
 

• Wednesday, July 10: Animal Crackers Concert—Chicago Tribute Anthology   
o Location: North end of Zoo 
o Time: 5:30pm-9:30pm 
o Event Overview: Concert Series  
o Attendance: 1400 
 

                             
 

• Saturday, July 13: Macphail Reception  
o Location: Bear Backyard 
o Time: 12pm-4pm 
o Event Overview: Wedding Reception  
o Attendance: 80 

 
• Sunday, July 14: CNH Company Picnic 

o Location: North End of Zoo 
o Time: 11am-4pm 
o Event Overview: Company Picnic  
o Attendance: 2600 

 
 
 
 



• Wednesday, July 17: World Wine Wednesday  
o Location: Felle Pavilion  
o Time: 6pm-8pm 
o Event Overview: Wine Tasting 
o Attendance: 72 

 

                                          
 

• Thursday, July 18: Cigar Dinner  
o Location: Pavilion 
o Time: 5pm-10pm 
o Event Overview: Cigar Dinner  
o Attendance: 101 
            

• Wednesday, July 24: Animal Crackers Concert—Lin Rountree  
o Location: North end of Zoo 
o Time: 5:30pm-9:30pm 
o Event Overview: Concert Series  
o Attendance: 1200 

 

                     
 

• Wednesday, July 31: Roar & Pour 6pm-8pm 
o Location: Main Lawn  
o Time: 6pm-8pm 
o Event Overview: Beer Tasting  
o Attendance: 46 

 
 



Coming up at the Zoo at a Glance:     
• Saturday, August 10: Zooriffic Saturday World Lion Day 9am-6pm 
• Monday, August 12: Milwaukee Milkmen Game 7pm 
• Wednesday, August 14: World Wine Wednesday 6pm-8pm 
• Saturday, August 17: Zooriffic Saturday Reptile & Amphibian Awareness Day 9am-6pm 
• Sunday, August 18: 24th Annual Car, Truck & Bike Show 9am-4pm 
• Wednesday, August 21: Animal Crackers Concert – Nick Colionne 5:30-9:30pm 
• Saturday, August 24: Whiskers and Whiskey 6pm-9pm 
• Wednesday, August 28: Roar & Pour 6pm-8pm 
• Saturday, September 7: Zoo Debut 5pm-11pm 
• Wednesday, September 18: World Roar Wine Pour Wednesday 6pm-8pm 
• Thursday, September 19: Harborfest 3pm-8pm 
• Saturday, September 28: Schwingle/Kratz Wedding 12pm-8pm 
• Saturday, October 5: Old Fashioned Night 6-9pm 
• Saturday, October 26: Boo at the Zoo 9-4:30pm 
• Wednesday, October 30: HalloWine 6-9pm  
• Sunday, December 8: Brunch with Santa 11-12:30 
• October 1 – December 31: Chinese Lantern Festival  

 

 


