Higher
Expectations

for Racine County

August 26, 2020

City of Racine
ATTN: Planning Heritage & Design Commission
ATTN: Zoning Building Board

To Whom it May Concern,

On behalf of Higher Expectations and the Kindergarten Readiness Network in Racine, | am writing to express support
for Little Roots to establish a high-quality childcare center in the Midtown-Uptown neighborhood of Racine. | urge
you to swiftly approve this application and allow Little Roots to open; doing so will provide the Racine
community--and specifically, an under-resourced neighborhood--with 120 slots for full-time, high quality childcare,
beginning at infancy. RUSD data shows children within their 4K year already have differentiated outcomes based on
race.! It’s critical that our community’s Black, Latinx, and other populations of color have access to high-quality
learning opportunities within their own neighborhoods that reflect their culture, and Little Roots will fill this need.

Young children’s brains are producing 1 million new neural connections per second in the first few years of life, and
we now understand the bigger picture of why we need to set families up for success from very early-on. Research has
shown that investing in quality care and programming at this young age, specifically for our most disadvantaged
children, leads to a 13% return on investment annually.? Access to affordable, high-quality childcare is not only
critical for child development; it has two-generational impacts and improves the economic prospects of mothers,
allowing them to enter the workforce and increase earnings.® Little Roots has committed to accepting Wisconsin
Shares, which will allow parents directly in the Midtown-Uptown neighborhoods to affordably access its high-quality
programming.

Racine County has enough licensed childcare slots for only 1 out of 3 children under 5.* Currently within the 53403
zip code, there are nine licensed group or licensed family childcare providers.® Within YoungStar, Wisconsin’s
Childcare Quality Rating and Improvement System, only two of those nine childcare providers are 4- or 5-star.®

Little Roots’ approach of supporting the whole family sets itself apart from other learning opportunities in our
community. The early school’s founding leader, Tasia White, brings an incredible education background, including
school reform, high-quality instruction and leadership, and continuous improvement. The school’s curriculum will be
based on foundational literacy and will incorporate project-based learning, dramatic play, good questioning, and
mindfulness--all approaches that help support whole child development and will contribute to positive school
readiness outcomes.

We believe that approving Little Roots to open is the right thing for children and the right thing for our community.
Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Lynn Debilzen

Manager, Birth to 8 Initiatives

Phone: 920.629.1922

Email: lynn.debilzen@career2cradle.org

" Higher Expectations. Kindergarten Readiness Dashboard. https.//www.higherexpectationsracinecounty.org/kreadydash
2 The Heckman Equation. There’s more to gain by taking a comprehensive approach to early childhood development.
https://heckmanequation.org/www/assets/2017/01/F Heckman CBAOnePager 120516.pdf

® Ibid.

* Wisconsin Partnership. The state of early childhood care & education in Racine County & Wisconsin.
https.//wisconsinpartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/WP_Data Sheet-HEX-11-19.pdf

S Licensed Child Care Directories, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families. https:/dcf. wisconsin.gov/cclicensing/lcc-directories
® Ibid.

higherexpectationsracinecounty.org
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Law Offices of

ROBERT A. LEVINE

630 N. Broadway
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202
www.rlevinelaw.com

Robert A. Levine Telephone (414} 271-9585

Jonathan J. Cattey Facsimile (414) 271-8506
Michael G. Levine*

*Also Licensed in Florida

August 25, 2020

Via E-mail, only

Jeffrey Hintz

City of Racine

Department of City Development

Re: My Clients: Suren Siva, Gowri Surendran and
Bright Minds, LLC d/b/a Children’s Academy, 1015 Washington Ave. Racine,
Wisconsin 53403

Dear Mr. Hintz;

I represent the above parties who are in involved in the building and daycare center located at
1015 Washington Avenue Racine, Wisconsin. It is my understanding that an application has been made
for a childcare facility to be located across the street from Bright Minds, LLC at 1020 Washington
Avenue Racine, Wisconsin 53403,

As you and other members of the Planning, Heritage and Design Commission know, Ordinance
Section 114-448 provides that no other group daycare facility should be located within 1000 feet of the
main entrance of another group daycare facility and the subject location shall not be located closer than
250 feet to a signalized intersection or the intersection of major streets.

In reviewing the application for the new facility, it appears that the location is within 1000 feet
of Bright Minds, L.L.C and is 220 or 230 feet from the intersection, both in violation of Ordinance Section
114-448.

In addition, as you all know, with the pandemic, my clients’ facility, which has a 98-student
capacity in which they have operated for approximately ten years, capacity has now been reduced due
to Covid-19 to about 45 children.

Further, if a new facility across the street from Children’s Academy is approved, it probably will
result in a loss of children and teachers for my clients because the facilities will be competing for the
same pool of individuals. There are already three daycare centers in the area authorized to received
approximately 250 children, one of which is on Washington Avenue about one minute away from Bright
Minds, LLC with a 50 child capacity and another about five minutes away on 16™ and Taylor with a
capacity of about 100 children.



There are also safety and traffic concerns, in addition to violations of the ordinance.
The result of approving the new facility across the street from Bright Minds, LLC will probably

put my clients out of business resulting in a vacant facility because of its location and limited use in an
already blighted arca.

I am by this letter herby advising you that it is our position that a new daycare center should not
be approved for the location of 1020 Washington Avenue for the above-stated reasons.

In addition, I would like to be heard at the meeting to address my clients’ concerns. I spoke with
Michelle Cook this morning, and she advised me that the virtual meeting will be held through WebEx.
Please advise me how I can connect to the meeting through WebEx,

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter,

Very truly yours,
LAW OFFICES OF ROBERT A. LEVINE
Robert A. Levine

RAL/jje

ce Suren Siva



Law Offices of

ROBERT A. LEVINE
630 N. Broadway
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202
www.rlevinelaw.com

Robert A, Levine Telephone (414) 271-9585
Jonathan J. Cattey Facsimile (414) 271-8506

Michael G. Levine*
*Also Licensed in Florida

September 3, 2020

Via E-mail, only

Jeffrey Hintz

City of Racine

Department of City Development

Re: My Clients: Suren Siva, Gowri Surendran and
Bright Minds, LLC d/b/a Children’s Academy, 1015 Washington Ave. Racine,
Wisconsin 53403

Dear Mr, Hintz:

Thank you for your quick response providing me with the name of the City Attorney and the
witnesses who testified at the public hearing on August 26, 2020.

As I indicated in my comments, it appears that the conditional use permit to operate a group
daycare center for children at 1020 Washington Avenue should be denied. The basis of the denial is
Ordinance 114-448(a) and (d), “[t]he subject location shall not be located closer than 250 feet to a
signalized intersection or the intersection of major streets,” and “[n}o other group daycare facility should
be located within 1000 feet of the main entrance of another group daycare facility.”

The Ordinance is clear on its face and I believe the City Attorney, who [ have not spoken with,
will recommend the denial based upon this Ordinance and especially 114-448(a).

It further appears based upon a discussion at the hearing that entrances to the bu11d1ngs are about
100 to 150 feet apart, rather than 1000 feet as set forth in the Ordinance.

In addition to Suren Siva, five people testified against the application including Indonesia Jones
and Tameika Harris, who testified that the street is really busy and there is a need for more safety for the
children in the area and is totally against another daycare center in this location.

Richard Spurlin testified that Washington is too congested and there have been a couple of
shootings in the area and is also against another daycare center.

Samdhi Hamilton testified that the raffic is extremely busy and she is not in favor of another
daycare center and there is too much violence in the area.



Another person testified, the name of which I do not know from the list that was provided to me,
that she does not agree to a new business and lives right next door to the existing daycare center. She
further testified that her son works third shift and does not want any more kids in the area due to the
potential danger.

I am also enclosing a letter signed by 74 people, including the people who testified which was
previously sent to you, who are opposed to another daycare center at 1020 Washington Avenue.

Based upon all of the evidence presented at the hearing, the opposition from 74 citizens, and
specifically, the Ordinance which must take precedence over a waiver, it appears that the application for
the daycare center located at 1020 Washington Avenue must be denied. If it is not denied, there is no
reason to have ordinances nor input from members of the community, none of which testified in favor
of a new daycare center directly across the street from an existing business.

I'intend to attend the meeting on September 23, 2020 beginning at 4:30 p.m.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Very truly yours,
LAW OFFICES OF ROBERT A. LEVINE

TS e

Robert A. Levine

RAL/jjc
Encl.
cc: Suren Siva (via e-mail)

Scott Letteney, Esq. (via e-mail)



We don’t want another Daycare in 1020 Washington Av.

There is already a Daycare in 1015 Washington Av, no need of another center across from this daycare. Don’t permit to
use the1020 Washington Av. Building as a child care center.

s  Already the traffic by the Washington AV by the existing child care center slows down the traffic,
Parents tend to park the car on the Washington Av., although signs clearly states no parking. We see the DAY Care
Vans and the parent’s vehicles going back and forth from their driveway and it always blocks the traffic on the
Washington Av. We don’t want similar traffic congestions on the opposite site now ( 1020 Washington AV).

e Washington AV is a very busy street and not enough lanes for the passing vehicles, during traffic congestions.
We from this neighborhood, use this part of Washington AV., multiple times in a daily basis, please don’t make
the commute more difficult with additional congestion on this part of Washington Av., by giving the permit to
operate another center.

+ Washington Av., is a concern for the child safety as well, Washington Av., being a very busy street, very high
chances of kids running on to the Washington Av., when the children getting pickup/drop off times.

s Looks like the 1020 Washington Av., property has an adjacent land on the pearl street as well, If they make that
lot a parking lot and another entry way to the center, will impact the traffic on Pear| Street. We see this issue in
Hilker place with the children’s Academy parking lot

o Also, during the summer time the kids in the playground especially the big kids are loud and one of the neighbor

has comptlained to the children’s Academy center about this as well. We don’t need more noise, we want peace
and guiet.

e Wae are glad to see the 1020 Washington Av., building getting renovated, the neighborhood needs other business
and services not another child care center aright across from another existing center,

We hope the City will take our concerns seriously. Attached herewith are the names and Address of the people
who are opposing a new Child care center at 1020 Washington Av.

Thank Youl

Neighbors around the child care center

Name Address Signature
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We don’t want another Daycare in 1020 Washington Av.

There is already a Daycare in 1015 Washington Av, no need of another center across from this daycare. Don’t permit to
use the1020 Washington Av. Building as a child care center.

e Already the traffic by the Washington AV by the existing child care center slows down the traffic.
Parents tend to park the car on the Washington Av., although signs clearly states no parking. We see the DAY Care
Vans and the parent’s vehicles going back and forth from their driveway and it always blocks the traffic on the
Washington Av. We don’t want similar traffic congestions on the opposite site now ( 1020 Washington AV).

e Washington AV is a very busy street and not enough lanes for the passing vehicles, during traffic congestions.
We from this neighborhood, use this part of Washington AV., multiple times in a daily basis, please don’t make
the commute more difficult with additional congestion on this part of Washington Av., by giving the permit to
operate another center.

e Washington Av., is a concern for the child safety as well, Washington Av., being a very busy street, very high
chances of kids running on to the Washington Av., when the children getting pickup/drop off times.

e Looks like the 1020 Washington Av., property has an adjacent land on the pearl street as well. If they make that
lot a parking lot and another entry way to the center, will impact the traffic on Pearl Street. We see this issue in
Hilker place with the children’s Academy parking lot

e Also, during the summer time the kids in the playground especially the big kids are loud and one of the neighbor

has complained to the children’s Academy center about this as well. We don’t need more noise, we want peace
and quiet.

e We are glad to see the 1020 Washington Av., building getting renovated, the neighborhood needs other business
and services not another child care center aright across from another existing center.

We hope the City will take our concerns seriously. Attached herewith are the names and Address of the people
who are opposing a new Child care center at 1020 Washington Av.

Thank You!

Neighbors around the child care center

Name Address Signature
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We don’t want another Daycare in 1020 Washington Av.

There is already a Daycare in 1015 Washington Av, no need of another center across from this daycare. Don’t permit to
use the1020 Washington Av. Building as a child care center.

¢ Already the traffic by the Washington AV by the existing child care center slows down the traffic.
Parents tend to park the car on the Washington Av., although signs clearly states no parking. We see the DAY Care
Vans and the parent’s vehicles going back and forth from their driveway and it always blocks the traffic on the
Washington Av. We don’t want similar traffic congestions on the opposite site now { 1020 Washington AV).

® Washington AV is a very busy street and not enough lanes for the passing vehicles, during traffic congestions.
We from this neighborhood, use this part of Washington AV., multiple times in a daily basis, please don’t make
the commute more difficult with additional congestion on this part of Washington Av., by giving the permit to
operate another center.

® Washington Av., is a concern for the child safety as well, Washington Av., being a very busy street, very high
chances of kids running on to the Washington Av., when the children getting pickup/drop off times.

® Looks like the 1020 Washington Av., property has an adjacent land on the peari street as well. If they make that
lot a parking lot and another entry way to the center, will impact the traffic on Pearl Street. We see this issue in
Hilker place with the children’s Academy parking lot-

®  Also, during the summer time the kids in the playground especially the big kids are loud and one of the neighbor
has complained to the children’s Academy center about this as well. We don’t need more noise, we want peace
and quiet.

e Weare glad to see the 1020 Washington Av., building getting renovated, the neighborhood needs other business
and services not another child care center aright across from another existing center.

We hope the City will take our concerns seriously. Attached herewith are the names and Address of the people
who are opposing a new Child care center at 1020 Washington Av.

Thank Youl!

Neighbors around the child care center

Name Address Signature
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