
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
August 26, 2020 
 
City of Racine 
ATTN: Planning Heritage & Design Commission 
ATTN: Zoning Building Board 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
On behalf of Higher Expectations and the Kindergarten Readiness Network in Racine, I am writing to express support 
for Little Roots to establish a high-quality childcare center in the Midtown-Uptown neighborhood of Racine. I urge 
you to swiftly approve this application and allow Little Roots to open; doing so will provide the Racine 
community--and specifically, an under-resourced neighborhood--with 120 slots for full-time, high quality childcare, 
beginning at infancy. RUSD data shows children within their 4K year already have differentiated outcomes based on 
race.  It’s critical that our community’s Black, Latinx, and other populations of color have access to high-quality 1

learning opportunities within their own neighborhoods that reflect their culture, and Little Roots will fill this need.  
 
Young children’s brains are producing 1 million new neural connections per second in the first few years of life, and 
we now understand the bigger picture of why we need to set families up for success from very early-on. Research has 
shown that investing in quality care and programming at this young age, specifically for our most disadvantaged 
children, leads to a 13% return on investment annually.  Access to affordable, high-quality childcare is not only 2

critical for child development; it has two-generational impacts and improves the economic prospects of mothers, 
allowing them to enter the workforce and increase earnings.  Little Roots has committed to accepting Wisconsin 3

Shares, which will allow parents directly in the Midtown-Uptown neighborhoods to affordably access its high-quality 
programming. 
 
Racine County has enough licensed childcare slots for only 1 out of 3 children under 5.  Currently within the 53403 4

zip code, there are nine licensed group or licensed family childcare providers.  Within YoungStar, Wisconsin’s 5

Childcare Quality Rating and Improvement System, only ​two ​of those nine childcare providers are 4- or 5-star.   6

 
Little Roots’ approach of supporting the whole family sets itself apart from other learning opportunities in our 
community. The early school’s founding leader, Tasia White, brings an incredible education background, including 
school reform, high-quality instruction and leadership, and continuous improvement. The school’s curriculum will be 
based on foundational literacy and will incorporate project-based learning, dramatic play, good questioning, and 
mindfulness--all approaches that help support whole child development and will contribute to positive school 
readiness outcomes.  
 
We believe that approving Little Roots to open is the right thing for children and the right thing for our community. 
Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Lynn Debilzen 
Manager, Birth to 8 Initiatives 
Phone: 920.629.1922 
Email: ​lynn.debilzen@career2cradle.org  
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